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PREFACE 


The Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, provides that a special missionary cultivation 
campaign be conducted in every congregation of the 
denomination annually during the months of January 
and February. In this cultivation plan all the forces 
of the church are enlisted. The presiding elders are to 
“see that adequate plans are adopted for the missionary 
education of all the Churches.”’ The pastor is to “organ- 
ize a missionary committee” and to “seek in every way 
to educate and inspire his people concerning the evan- 
gelization of the world.’”’ The missionary committee 
must “‘co-operate with the pastor in missionary educa- 
tion, distribute missionary literature,’”’ and, under the 
direction of the pastor, ‘‘hold a school of missions an- 
nually in every church.” 

The present volume is intended to be the basis of 
this campaign of missionary cultivation and the text- 
book of the school of missions in every Church. It has 
been prepared by one of the secretaries of the Board of 
Missions who has had the full co-operation of all his 
colleagues; and it is sent out with full official approval 
and endorsement. It contains the facts and message 
which the present missionary situation demands and 
it is therefore earnestly commended to all the people. 

The Church—all its branches—has recently under- 
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gone a serious testing time in the matter of world 
evangelization. Financial embarrassment and a waver- 
ing of faith and loyalty in this supreme business of 
Christianity have been experienced in every denomina- 
tion. From this severe era our own Church is happily 
and triumphantly emerging. And our people seem pre- 
pared again to advance the lives of God’s kingdom 
throughout the world. They now need and desire in- 
formation and a new vision of the task to be done. 
Given that, they will rally again to the Great Com- 
mission and do their share in taking the world for 
Christ. 

This volume contains the message the Church needs. 
It is in popular form, adapted to the people. It is 
hoped that leaders everywhere will co-operate un- 
stintedly in giving it to the Church by means of study 
classes in every congregation. f 

W. G. CRAM, 
General Secretary of the Board of Missions. 
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CHAPTER ONE 


OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONS 


DUTY OF THE STRONG TO THE WEAK 


P “O those colonies and territories which as a 
consequence of the late war have ceased to 
be under the sovereignty of the state which 

formerly governed them and which are inhabited by 

peoples not yet able to stand by themselves under 
the strenuous conditions of the modern world, there 
should be applied the principle that the well-being 
and development of such peoples form a sacred trust 
of civilization and that securities for the performance 
of this trust should be embodied in this covenant. 
The best method of giving practical effect to this 
principle is that the tutelage of such peoples should 
be entrusted to advanced nations, who by reason of 
their resources, their experience or their geographic 
position can best undertake this responsibility, and 
who are willing to accept it.” Thus did those who 
framed the covenant of the League of Nations phrase 
in practical terms as applicable to international re- 
lationships the doctrine of St. Paul: ‘‘We then that 
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
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and not to please ourselves.” (Roman 15:1) If this 
be true as regard the relationship of peoples as to 
national and international affairs how much more so 
as related to religious and moral character. 


RELIGIOUS SITUATION WHEN AMERICA WAS OPENED 


The opening of America and the making here on 
this continent of a nation of free people and their 
progress for a century and a half is one of the great 
romances of history. The land was discovered by 
voyagers who were subjects of nations dominated by 
Rome, and that at the period of Rome’s greatest in- 
tolerance. For a long time Rome had tried to sup- 
press every form of heresy. It is a significant side- 
light that the age of doctrinal controversy, now 
commonly spoken of as the Dark Ages, was an era of 
spiritual and moral decline, during which the Church 
lost her hold on much territory in which Christianity 
once flourished, as the Holy Land, Syria, Egypt and 
North Africa. 

Many bright stars, such as Wyckliffe, Tyndale and 
Huss, shone along the horizon during these years, 
whose light will never be put out. Many gave up 
life for the sake of the truth they believed, the names 
of these martyrs to the truth are cherished in all 
Protestant countries, and by some also who have 
been subject to repression and persecution in other 
lands. The work of these worthies at last came to 
fruition in the birth of the Reformation. 
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COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA BECOME PROTESTANT 


Was it merely an accident of history that the Prot- 
estant Reformation began in 1517 and that just 
twenty-five years before in 1492, America was dis- 
covered? Was not some Divine Providence working 
in human affairs in preparation of a continent for 
the free development and growth to maturity of the 
new spirit of life working in the souls of men? Most 
of the American territories were peopled from papal 
lands which were then the most powerful of European 
nations. Nor was North America exempt from an 
effort to subject its people to papal control. The 
colony of Maryland was governed by a Romanist 
and in the early years dominated by that faith. 
Florida was held by Spain even after the formation 
of the American Republic as were the regions of the 
ereat South West, now included in the states of 
Texas, New Mexico, California, Colorado, and a large 
part of Utah and Nevada. The great Louisiana 
territory purchased during the administration of 
Thomas Jefferson was governed by France, so that 
the largest part of the area of the present United 
States of America was under papal control. But 
“God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform.” From Protestant England came the 
sturdy Puritans to the bleak New England shores 
_ seeking a land where they could worship God accord- 
ing to their own conscience without fear of molesta- 
tion. At tremendous sacrifice they gained and held 
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their footing in this new land, with mighty effort 
establishing here a free church, founded schools for 
the training of a ministry and citizenship and a 
government by the will of the people. Protestant 
people came likewise to occupy Virginia, the Caro- 
linas and Georgia very largely of English stock, with 
an influential number of Scotch Presbyterians, 
French Huguenots, and Protestant Irish. Pennsyl- 
vania was occupied by the Friends led by William 
Penn seeking also religious freedom, while the Dutch 
people also of Protestant faith, perhaps urged on by 
the effects of the Spanish Inquisition, came to New 
Amsterdam (New York), and all these elements 
were actuated by a common desire for religious and 
political freedom. They combatted many difficulties, 
endured hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ in 
overcoming the adversities incident to residence in a 
new world surrounded by savage and hostile natives. 
They braved privations, poverty, sickness, and death 
to gain here a home for themselves, build their free 
institutions and maintain their religious liberty. But 
the end was victory for their most cherished hopes, 
though purchased at incalculable cost. 


ORIGINS OF RELIGIOUS FAITH IN 
AMERICA—APOSTOLIC TIMES 


The ancestors of these people were converted to 
Christianity by a noble band of missionaries whose 
names are written in the book of life. The cause of 
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Christ spread with such great rapidity, because every 
Christian was a missionary, that as early as the close 
of the second century Tertullian could say: “Weare 
but of yesterday and yet we already fill your cities, 
islands, camps, your palaces, senate and forum; we 
have left you only your temples,” and even half a 
century before, Justin Martyr, a contemporary of the 
later apostles, affirmed: ‘“There is no people, Greek 
or Barbarian, or of any other race, by whatsoever 
appellation or manner they may be distinguished, 
however ignorant of arts or of agriculture, whether 
they dwell in tents or wander about in covered 
wagons, among whom prayers and thanksgivings are 
not offered in the name of the crucified Jesus to the 
Father and Creator of all things.” In 318 A.D. 
Constantine by imperial edict recognized Christianity 
as the official religion of the Roman Empire. It is 
no wonder that Julian the Apostate emperor con- 
sidering the triumphs of the cross exclaimed “Oh! 
Galilean, Thou hast conquered!’’ 


DIFFERING OPINIONS 

Two widely differing classes arose from this con- 
dition. The one contended against the philosophies 
of non-Christian thinkers and the false doctrines 
which quickly appeared among the followers of 
Christ; and the other, leaving such contests to the 
Church at home and in the hands of such able de- 
fenders of the faith as Athanasius, Jerome, Chrysos- 
tom, Augustine, and others, went afar to strange lands 

7 


New TASKS FOR NEW TIMES 


and often savage people to proclaim the saving faith 
of the gospel of Christ. As Dr. Glover has said, these 
early Christians triumphed in all lands and among 
all kinds of men because they “‘outthought, outlived 
and outdied” the men of pagan faith with whom 
they came in contact. 


PATRISTIC TIMES—SOME EARLY MISSIONARIES 
TO EUROPE 


Among the early Christian missionaries was Ulfilas 
(Little Wolf) from a family of rank and influence who 
labored among the Goths north of the Danube and 
“was one of the first missionaries to give not only 
Christianity but letters to a whole people.” In order 
that the Goths might have the Scriptures, he invented 
for them an alphabet, translated for them the whole 
Bible excepting the Books of Kings, which he omitted 
in the fear that these might arouse the warlike pas- 
sions of the Goths. 


BEGINNINGS IN FRANCE AND IRELAND 


Martin, Bishop of Tours (816-400), was an early 
missionary to the Gauls, others before him having 
carried the gospel to the savage Franks. He organ- 
ized his men into bands, not to carry on war but to 
cut down sacred trees, destroy idols and temples and 
so remove the traces of paganism. For centuries he 
was the patron Saint of France. Succat, a Scot, 
known to history as St. Patrick, whose grandfather 
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was a married priest, wrought a wondrous work in 
Ireland. He used neither rosary, nor practiced the 
worship of Mary or any saint, extreme unction, nor 
auricular confession. ‘The authentic records do not 
indicate that he had any connection with the pope 
cr with popery. The modern Romish sect did not 
then exist.”” The most striking characteristic of his 
writings is his frequent quotation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in which he used the Jerome translation. 


BEGINNINGS IN SCOTLAND, GERMANY, 
HOLLAND, SCANDINAVIA 


One of his converts, Columba, went to Scotland. 
The extent of his work and that of the missionary 
training school which he founded is shown by the 
fact that during his lifetime the gospel was accepted 
by the whole of the Western Picts; by the people of 
Hebrides; and by many in the Orkney, Shetland and 
Faroe Islands. In England the first great pioneer 
missionary was Augustine with his band of forty 
monks, sent out by Gregory te re-evangelize a people 
who had once been evangelized, but had relapsed into 
heathenism because of the weakness of the Church 
not able to stem the tide of the growing influence of 
pagan tribes. From Britain there went to Germany 
heralds of the cross of whom the most conspicuous 
are Winifred or Boniface, Columbanus, and Willi- 
brord, of whom the most distinguished of the mission- 
aries to Anglo Saxon peoples was Boniface (755). “It 
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is said that in the course of about twenty years he 
baptised 100,000 of the pagan inhabitants of Ger- 
many, which became a professedly Christian land.” 
Others wrought with similar success in Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, the Scandinavian countries and even 
to far away Greenland. 


THE RISE OF PROTESTANTISM CONTEMPORANEOUS 
WITH THE OPENING OF AMERICA 


In these North European lands whence came the 
first settlers in North America Protestantism arose 
and flourished just at the time when America was 
opened for occupancy, and furnished a home and 
refuge for multitudes weary of the wars, bitter re- 
ligious persecutions and tyrannies of the old world. 
In this land they wrought out their salvation, and in 
the enjoyment of their freedom became the enemies 
of all forms of oppression civil and religious, and with 
heroic sacrifice and constant vigilance builded their 
free institutions laying strong the lasting foundations 
of liberty and independence of conscience and life 
upon which was reared the superstructure of this 
Great Republic of the West. They gave their blood 
that we might be free and worship the God of our 
fathers, every man “under his vine and under his fig 
tree.”’ We are debtors to the Christian purpose and 
service of those who bought for us the blessings and 
privileges which we enjoy. We are debtors to the 
millions who came after them from all lands, entered 
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into their spirit and builded on the foundations they 
had by their sacrifice laid, men who have helped to 
clear a way through the wilderness, build highways 
through the forests and across the prairies, open the 
vast mineral resources, develop the industries, agri- 
culture, and the commerce which help to make us 
not only free and independent as a people, but the 
richest in material wealth in all the world. We are 
debtors to those missionaries who introduced Christi- 
anity into Europe. We are debtors to those early 
Christians who went everywhere preaching Christ. 
“We are heirs of all the ages in the foremost files of 
time.’ If ever a people has been made great by the 
unsearchable riches of the gospel of the grace of Jesus 
Christ, we are that people. 


THE UNITED STATES IS A CHRISTIAN NATION 


The United States Supreme Court has declared 
that we are a Christian nation. Here the principles 
of Jesus are a vital force, controlling more than aught 
else in our national and international affairs, in busi- 
ness and in industry. Not that this is the only force 
at work. For the Prince of the power of the air works 
also and the results of his efforts are too often in 
evidence. But almost universally the mightiest ap- 
peal to our people is to the character and teaching of 
Jesus: and the working of the gospel leaven is every- 
where and always in evidence. Our Churches are 
strong and influential institutions. At least half the 
adult population have acknowledged Him as Lord 
| ui 
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and in solemn vow at the altar of some church sworn 
their allegiance to Him. Not that their life is com- 
pletely surrendered to Him, as should be, but they 
have taken Him as their Lord and His teaching as 
their ideal of life, while multitudes who have not thus 
formally acknowledged Him yet pay tribute to Him 
as the world’s best hope and Savior. While selfish- 
ness, lust, pride, and a host of evils still have mighty 
influence over many and far too much, over practi- 
cally all, it is still true that His teachings and life are 
the final court of appeals for the great mass of the 
people of this great commonwealth. 


THE MoRAL CHARACTER OF THE FOUNDERS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BLESSINGS 
WE ENJOY 


The moral character produced by these ideals has 
given strength to all the institutions of this land, and 
is helping more than all other governing principles 
to increase our wealth. To freedom in government 
and religion is added the blessing of wealth. Blessing 
if used to His glory, curse if abused to selfish ends, or 
for the gratification of the baser appetites and desires 
of weak depraved human nature. The increase of 
our wealth is beyond the power of ordinary imagina- 
tion to grasp. ‘“The National Industrial Conference 
Board recently announced that the national wealth 
of the United States amounted to well over $355,- 
000,000,000 in 1925 compared with the previous 
census estimate of $320,000,000,000 in 1922” 
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(Washington Post Editorial), showing an increase of 
35 billion dollars within the space of three short 
years, or at the rate of almost 12 billion per year. 
What are we to do with this vast profit coming from 
the industry and thrift of our people? If used to sat- 
isfy the baser appetites for extravagant luxury and 
selfish pleasure it will work destruction. “If in our 
haste to be rich and mighty we outrun our religious 
institutions they will never overtake us, and only 
come up after the battle of liberty is fought and 
lost as spoils of an inexorable despotism,” and serve 
to perpetuate a bondage unto death. If used for 
spiritual and moral purposes in the building and 
making strong those institutions that honor Christ 
and extend His Kingdom in the earth, it will be- 
come a means for saving ourselves and others. Let 
glory be given to His name! 


WE ARE BOUND BY THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL 
WuicuH Has BLESSED US 


Let us consider what is the true spirit of the gospel 
which has so blessed us as a people, for surely if ever 
a people were under obligation to govern their lives 
and conduct in accordance with that spirit, the fol- 
lowers of Jesus in this western land are such. We 
cannot escape the duty. To do so would be to count 
the blood that bought us an unholy thing and to fail 
in loyalty to Him who is our Savior. Should we not 
seek to spend our wealth and our strength to exalt 
Him in our own and all the nations, and by so doing 
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in some way discharge the obligation to Him and all 
those for whom He gave up His life? 


MISSIONS CREATED THE NEW TESTAMENT 


The New Testament is a volume of Missionary 
literature. Says McFadyen: “So far as we can see, 
had the propagating of the ‘good news’ not been felt 
from the first as an urgent duty, not only would there 
have been no Christian Church, but, granted the 
existence of a Church, it would have had no New 
Testament.” It is evident that in part at least we 
owe the synoptic gospels to the necessity of training 
the young converts of missionary effort won from a 
people who knew not the story of the life and work 
of Jesus. The Acts of the Apostles is the story of the 
expansion of the Christian Church through mission- 
ary effort. The letters of Paul were written to 
Christian Churches won from paganism and for their 
instruction in the way of the gospel. Many of the 
problems he encountered and wrote about and the 
evils he sought to correct are exactly the same that 
every missionary in non-Christian lands encounters 
to-day, such as the marriage relation and practices 
involved in the old idolatry of the people. Jesus in 
his life went beyond the bounds of Judea into Perea, 
through Samaria, where he preached to the woman 
at the well and her fellow townsmen who came to 
“see a man who told me all things that ever I did’; 
into the coasts of Zidon where he ministered to the 
woman whose faith triumphed. He showed himself 
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oblivious to the distinctions which men made in his 
age when Roman and Greek despised every Bar- 
barian, when the Jews had no dealings with the 
Samaritans and when foods and people alike were 
divided into clean and unclean. In His presence all 
these artificial distinctions fell away and men stood 
forth revealed for what they were. He permits a 
sinful woman to bathe his feet with her tears and 
wipe them with her hair, disdaining not her unclean 
touch but sends her away with a song of peace in her 
heart. He receives sinners and eats with them, goes 
to be guest of a publican, and pronounces blessings 
upon the poor, against whom all doors were closed 
and no rabbi permitted even to teach, declaring that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is open to them. 


THE LIFE AND SPIRIT OF JESUS EXPRESSED 
IN THE GREAT COMMISSION 


If the critics could prove that the great commission 
was not a part of the gospels as originally written, 
which is not for one moment conceded, it is yet true 
that it expresses the spirit of Jesus and is essentially 
_ the very heart of His Gospel, who came that all men 
might have life abundant, and whose business was 
to seek and to save the lost. “On any theory, the 
commission is surely a correct interpretation of the 
whole attitude of Jesus to men. One of the most 
characteristic words of Jesus is that in which he pic- . 
tures God as the most hospitable of hosts, keeping 
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open door and applying to candidates for admission 
to the great feast none of those purblind tests with 
which men restrict the circle of their friends.” 
(McFadyen) 


Is THE DuTY GREATER TO TARRY AT JERUSALEM 
OR GO INTO ALL THE WORLD? 


It is evident that a Church cannot propagate a 
more potent Christianity than it possesses in its own 
members, and that the gospel must prove its power‘ 
to save people in Jersualem, the city in which the 
mighty works of Jesus were known, where he lived, 
wrought, taught, died, and broke the fetters of death 
with mighty triumph over the grave and all the powers 
of darkness, “bringing life and immortality to light 
in the gospel.’ But when the beginning was made 
there thoy were to go to the uttermost parts of the 
earth and preach the gospel to every creature. The 
Kingdom of God “‘as the world wide sovereignty”’ of 
the truth and grace of God must be set up amongst 
all men. Says Principal Garvie (Missionary Obliga- 
tion and Modern Thought): ‘To-day it is beginning 
to be recognized that the salvation of all is necessary 
to the completeness of the salvation of each. The 
Christendom of to-day, in as far as it has apprehended 
and appropriated this conception realizes that, apart 
from the conversion of the whole world, it cannot 
itself be made perfect. The life of an organism is 
affected adversely or favorably by its environment; 
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and a Christendom surrounded by paganism or heath- 
enism cannot become fully Christian. To maintain life 
in fellowship with Christ; to realize the fullness of that 
life in a Christian society that purpose must find its 
world wide fulfillment.” So the early homilists in- 
terpreted the parable of the leaven as the Church 
planting the gospel in the individual heart and in 
humanity. The three measures of meal representing 
either the individual with intellect, sensibility, and 
will, or as the human family constituted of three 
primal races. The life of the individual Christian 
acts as a potent influence on society and in turn the 
effect of the leaven in society reacts on the individual. 
So we have to-day much about the reflex action of 
the missionary effort on the home Church. Cer- 
tainly, the Church must live up to the spirit of the 
gospel in order to realize the fullness of its saving 
efficacy, “for no man liveth by himself and no man 
dieth by himself,’”’ which is just as true of nations as 
of men. America cannot experience the benefits of 
saving grace without sharing them with those who 
need them. The Dead Sea is such because it receives 
but gives out nothing. The Great Lakes are fresh 
because they are constantly giving out what they 
receive. 

“That man may last but never lives 

Who much receives but nothing gives, 

Whom none can bless, whom none can thank; 

Creation’s blot, creation’s blank.” 
Jesus commands “‘as ye have freely received, freely 
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give,’ and St. Paul proclaims as one of His precepts 
applicable to the life of His Church: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ His Church to save 
itself, must illustrate His life, and its greatest achieve- 
ment by giving itself for others. 


AMERICA IS CALLED TO MINISTER TO OTHERS 


The process is a constant one of internal growth 
and external expansion until the whole be leavened | 
and the Kingdom of God is come. America has the © 
resources in men and means for waging a vigorous 
and aggressive war against sin, superstition and error . 
in all the world. Is any other nation more richly | 
endowed? Why has God so blessed us but that we 
may bea lighthouse for all those upon life’s seas who 
are seeking to find and know God? This nation has 
been divinely endowed, equipped and commissioned 
to “bear His name far hence to the nations” that 
know Him not, but feel after Him if haply they may 
find Him. 


Gop DoEs Not APPROVE A SELF-CENTERED CHURCH 


It will not suffice for the Church to expend all its 
resources and energies upon its own local programs, 
and to gratify its pride in the erection of costly 
temples and the elaboration of ritual, however beauti- 
ful. The story goes of one who at great expense 
builded and equipped with the finest machinery a 
factory to make lubricating oil, and after operating 
it for a long period when asked about his output 
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explained that it required all the oil his mill could 
produce to lubricate its own machines. A church 
which requires all the oil of grace produced by means 
of its activities to lubricate and keep going its ma- 
chinery is doomed. Such a Church cannot truly 
represent Jesus Christ. The only business of a 
Church is to spread scriptural holiness over all lands. 
One which is not actively engaged in that business 
has no reason it can give to God or man for continuing 
its existence as an organization. If America fail, will 
not God let her pass into oblivion and raise up unto 
Himself another people to carry on His work? God 
has shown his purpose to save the world. The peoples 
who have failed to bring themselves into harmony 
with His plan are dead and the dust of centuries 
buries their glory. What will be the destiny of Amer- 
ica? It is for her to decide her fate. His laws are 
immutable and work out their own fulfillment. How 
pathetic the lament ‘‘O Jerusalem, that stonest the 
prophets—your house is left unto you desolate.” 
America has the choice of prodigally wasting her God 
given substance in riotous living, or by vigorous 
evangelism at home and over the wide, wide world 
building altars of consecration and service to God 
and men and so save herself and others. God loves 
a selfish church no more than He loves a selfish man, 
and that sin is no more excusable in the one than in 
the other. 
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NATIONALISM OR PATRIOTISM AND 
CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONALISM 


A spirit of Nationalism (so called) has in recent 
years been growing apace and spreading its branches 
over the peoples of every land. Its chief character- 
istic is extreme selfishness. That it has rooted itself 
in America there can be no doubt in the mind of a 
most casual observer. Nor is it confined to the lands 
south of the Rio Grande. It is strong in the United 
States and has become what one writer calls a re- 
ligion. Some Christian Churches in the United States 
have wrought out a ritual and held elaborate services 
in worship of the flag. Its chief watch cries are 
‘“‘America first,’’ ‘“America for the Americans,”’ and 
it has found numerous means of expression in our 
attitude toward the people of other lands. It cruci- 
fies altruism, exalts self and appeals to the sordid 
in human nature. There is a patriotism which is 
worthy and blessed; a patriotism that seeks to make 
the nation worthy in its life and character, and be- 
cause loving its own a friend of all mankind. To 
save ourselves from the threatened evils of this 
rampant spirit now tearing through the whole world 
with the threat of wars and slaughter and their ac- 
companiment of cruelty, famine, pestilence and hate, 
there is no better remedy than a vigorous effort to 
seek and save the lost, begotten of love to Christ and 
toward all those whom He came into the world to 
save. The best corrective for a selfish nationalism is 
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the gospel of Christian internationalism. In recent 
years there are evidences that this selfish spirit has 
crept into our Churches, as witness the falling off in 
contributions for missions despite the increase of 
wealth, and a large increase in offerings for local 
programs. The spirit of Jesus and His love for all 
men alone can save the nation from the curse of 
worship to a false God. 


It 18 TIME TO GO INTO ALL THE WORLD 


The disciples were commanded to tarry at Jeru- 
salem until they were “‘endued with power from on 
high,” not until Jerusalem was entirely Christian. 
They were to build there under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit a Church strong enough to carry the 
gospel message into all the world and then go unto 
all the nations. This was important, for a Church 
is not capable of carrying into the world a more vital 
and potent religion than it possesses. But when 
strength to propagate it has been developed then the 
exercise of spreading it abroad to others helps to 
develop greater strength and to keep active the 
powers already developed. Without such exercise 
the strength atrophies and will die. The time came 
when the Providence of God thrust them forth and 
the very going and the achievements in consequence 
brought new vitality to the home church. New con- 
ceptions and interpretations were given, and in course 
of time the results of missionary effort reacted as a 
saving agency for the Church itself. America cannot 
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wait until the whole people are Christian, nor until 
all its life is under the dominion of Christ. The 
preaching of the gospel to others will build a stronger, 
better Church in America and help mightily to bring 
the day when Jesus shall rule in all her affairs social, 
industrial, civil and international. 


It 18 TIME TO SOUND THE ADVANCE, NOT A RETREAT 


This is not time for retreat or retrenchment, but © 
to “strengthen the things that remain, that are ready 
to die.’”’ In His name the motto should be forward 
whither His scarred hand points the way. Mighty 
world forces oppose the progress of the gospel and 
flaunt their banners in the face of all good; forces 
which seek to undermine our most cherished and 
dearly bought institutions; forces which mock at our 
Church, scorn our religion and laugh in the very face 
of God. ‘The Lord shall have them in derision.” 
In an open conflict between sin and righteousness, 
evil and good, error and truth, there can be but one 
issue, complete and triumphant victory for truth and 
righteousness, for “right is right since God is God, 
and right the day must win, to doubt would be dis- 
loyalty, to falter would be sin.” He leads who 
carries the keys of death at His girdle, who fears no 
foe nor shrinks from seeming danger. The Church, 
this nation, needs more of the spirit which carried 
Him through Gethsemane to Calvary, and to the 
resurrection morn and His ascension into glory. The 
people who are true to Him and with consecrated 
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zeal give themselves to the accomplishment of His 
Divine purpose will realize the fullness of His saving 
grace and power. America needs, sorely needs a 
revival of vital godliness, of true holiness and in 
carrying out a vigorous, earnest missionary crusade 
at home and in all the world will find the satisfaction 
~ of all her needs, life, life abundant, life eternal. May 
America realize her obligation and rise to her glorious 
opportunity in the day of her redemption through 
Jesus Christ. 


SUGGESTED HELPS IN LESSON STUDY 


Aim—To show the obligation of the United States 
to the non-Christian nations because of the forces 
which have contributed to her free institutions, her 
independence, her wealth, and her influence as a 
world power. 

Scripture Reading—Romans 15:1-7. 

Pray that America and my Church may realize 
their responsibility and opportunity and do their 
full duty. 


Questions for discussion: 


1. Show how the stronger nations may help the 
weaker ones. 

2. Have the weaker nations any contribution to 
make to the stronger? Give illustrations. 

3. Give examples (a) in which strong nations have 
manifested a spirit of helpfulness and unself- 
ish interest toward the less fortunate ones, 
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(b) Where strong nations have exploited 
weak ones. 

What is the effect upon the missionary enterprise 
of the attitude of a Christian nation in com- 
mercial and political relations with non- 
Christian nations? 

To what influences is the United States indebted 
for its Protestant form of Christianity? 

How would you defend the statement that Amer- 
ica is a Christian nation? What argument 
would you use to prove that America is not 
Christian? 

What are some of the dangers that threaten to 
undermine our Christian civilization? Give 
examples from your own community. 

How do you account for the spirit of Nationalism 
so prevalent in the world to-day? 

Is there any conflict between Christianity and 
patriotism? 


. What are the results to a Church that expends 


all its energies upon its own local program? 

What are the implications in the phrase ‘‘Amer- 
ica first’’? 

Which command of Jesus do you think the 
Church needs to emphasize most at the pres- 
ent time: ‘‘Tarry ye at Jerusalem” or ‘“‘Go 
ye into all the world’? 


CHAPTER TWO 


AMERICA PREPARING FOR 
HER TASK 


CHAPTER TWO 
AMERICA PREPARING FOR HER TASK 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANS WERE ALL MISSIONARIES 


< “HERE is an imperative demand that national 
life and influence as a whole be Christianized 

so that the entire impact, commercial and 
political, now of the West upon the East, and now 
of the stronger upon the weaker, may confirm and 
not impair the message of the missionary enterprise.” 
(World Missionary Conference.) It is said of Islam 
that every traveller and merchant is always a mission- 
ary proclaiming his religion and making converts 
wherever he goes. This was once true of Christians. 
Who knows how the gospel was carried to Rome, to 
North Africa, and to many other regions, where the 
Church leaders on arrival found a constituency al- 
ready organized, the Church established by unnamed 
travellers, merchants, soldiers, and others who spread 

_ the good news to the regions round about. The 
Church in early times sent chaplains to every new 
colony. This was once characteristic of the Metho- 
dist movement, and many timesa group was gathered 
in the wilderness by some lay member before ever a 
minister came or sacrament was administered. Of 
such were Barbara Heck, Captain Webb, Philip 
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Embury, Robert Strawbridge, and west of the Alle- 
ghenies, Isaac Cox, and hosts of others whose names 
are unknown to fame, but were heroes who helped 
not only to clear this wilderness, but to establish 
righteousness among the inhabitants of this new land. 
“‘As emigration began to the Great West, the burning 
religious question related to Home Missions. Great 
populations were in greatest spiritual destitution, and 
these were their brethren, their dear friends, their 
sons and daughters. Naturally, and not improperly, 
their first thought and the bulk of their beneficence 
were bestowed upon the needy frontier. And surely, 
upon no other body of Churches was so appalling a 
task ever imposed as upon those of the United States, 
which must needs help to subdue a continent, and 
spread over it the social and political institutions of 
a mighty Republic, and also diffuse and maintain a 
pure gospel throughout all the boundless spaces from 
ocean to ocean.”’ (Leonard: ‘A Hundred Years of 
Missions.’”’) Nor were the Indians entirely forgotten. 
The story of Elliot, the Mayhews for three genera- 
tions, of Edwards, and of David Brainerd, is still a 
source of inspiration to thousands, and the achieve- 
ments of Stewart, a poor and almost illiterate Negro, 
are such as to give his name a place among the great 
heroes of the cross. The work has gone on through 
the intervening years and the wilderness and the 
solitary place has been made glad and the desert to 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. The Church is 
strong in America with capacity for great undertak- 
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ings for God, and yet much needs to be done before 
her preparation is complete so that without hindrance 
from any part of her citizenship, or of blot on her 
social life she may bear the good news to those who 
have not heard. Unfortunately, the contact of Amer- 
ican travellers and traders to-day with unevangel- 
ized peoples is too often not of a character to inspire 
faith in the religion of Jesus, and there is needed a 
new aggressive evangelism to bring the people of this 
great nation under His dominion. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES PRESENT CHRIST AGAINST 
THE BACKGROUND OF AMERICAN LIFE 


Time was when missionaries who went to the non- 
Christian lands of the world presented Christ and His 
teaching to the ignorant natives who saw Him alone, 
but now when any one from this land preaches Christ 
those to whom he preaches see Jesus against the back- 
ground of American life, customs and practices, and 
too often these do not exalt Christ, because so many 
of our people are not trueto Him. They are disposed 
to ask, ‘Why if after these centuries of preaching Him 
in your own country, His teachings are not practiced 
by your people, do you bring these teachings to us?” 
After making all due allowance for the fact that much 
of this opposition is inspired by a depraved nature 
which does not want to yield to His sway, it is yet 
evident that the life of American people militates 
against the effectiveness of the work of the mission- 
ary, and makes it all the more evident that America 
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must be made more Christian if she is to be most 
successful in the evangelization of others. Nor is 
this to be accomplished by an emotional evangelism 
only. There must somehow be an accompaniment 
of better instruction in righteousness if the work of 
the Church is to succeed both at home and abroad. 
There must be a completer subjection to the gospel. 
The leaven is working, though the entire lump is not 
yet leavened. 


MIGRATION TO CITIES WEAKENS THE 
COUNTRY CHURCH 


There are great economic forces at work which are 
changing the life of our people. Once the land was 
dominantly rural. Thecountry Church was the great 
religious influence in their lives, for a majority of 
those who became leaders in politics, in the learned 
professions, in commerce and in industry, were reared 
in some country Church and went to their task with 
the impress of its teaching upon them. But this is 
no longer true. If ‘‘Who’s Who in America” is any 
criterion the names of those now appearing on its 
roster show that a large majority are reared in the 
city. The growth of industries, the improvements 
in farming which make it possible for a smaller num- 
ber of people to produce all the raw materials needed; 
the opportunities and advantages afforded, by the 
increased value added to farm products through 
manufacture; by facilities for education, by a chance 
for culture, recreation and amusement are more and 
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more making the people of the United States an 
urban people. The Church must readjust its pro- 
gram to these changing conditions. The farms are 
falling more and more into the hands of a tenantry 
which does not possess the land. Thirty-eight per- 
cent of the farmers in the United States do not own 
the farms they cultivate. The rural population is 
being depleted. Industry and commerce invite those 
capable of great leadership more and more to the 
centers of population. Farms in some sections are 
abandoned, because their produce is no longer needed 
to supply the wants of the people. The country 
Church is weakened, and many times left to the care 
of good and faithful men, but not trained and 
equipped for that ministry to the people needed to 
meet these changed conditions. It has not been 
possible to increase the salaries paid to pastors to 
meet the increasing cost of living, and the demands 
and opportunities offered in the great centers have 
called for the services of the better trained and 
equipped men in the ministry. So that the country 
Church has become an object for the study and active 
ministry of the Home Mission enterprise. These 
changing economic conditions must be carefully 
studied, understood, analyzed, and set forth so that 
the average man may comprehend. Not only so, a 
method of approach must be found that will prove 
both efficient and adequate to enable the Church 
through her ministry, to bring Christ more really into 
the lives of the people in the open country. 
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HINDRANCES TO SUCCESS OF THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


Denominational rivalries sometimes render almost 
impossible the application of principles already dis- 
covered. The natural prejudice of men is another 
barrier to be overcome. The practice too often seen 
of building two or more churches of different order 
at the cross-roads tends to make each too weak to 
render any very valuable service. It does no good 
to lament the palmy days of the glorious country 
Church. That does not restore its power and useful- 
ness. Christianity must and can by the help of the 
spirit of Jesus find a way to better things. 


THE STATE AND NATION MoRE ATTENTIVE TO THE 
PROBLEMS OF COUNTRY LIFE THAN THE CHURCH 


The Church in progressive movements to meet 
changing conditions often seems to go on leaden feet. 
Long ago state institutions have been addressing 
themselves to the task of helping the farmer with his 
economic and educational problems. The national 
government more and more is doing the same thing. 
Great departments of agriculture are maintained and 
scientific research made, the results tabulated and 
brought to light in intelligent simple terms so that 
any farmer can get the help and co-operation of his 
state and national governments in the solution of 
any problem he has and in overcoming every diffi- 
culty that confronts him. Even the counties employ 
agents to demonstrate and translate into practice the 
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things learned in the great laboratories and on the 
great farms where all sorts of experiments are made 
at public expense and for the public welfare. Edu- 
cational problems are studied and ways and means 
found for their solution by the agents in the employ 
of the state and nation. The construction of high- 
ways, and the use of public conveyance to bring 
pupils to school, has helped to accelerate the move- 
ment for the consolidation of public schools, and a 
further aid is in the fact that often the old school 
house has been left off the new highway so as to be 
inaccessible. This has greatly improved the educa- 
tional facilities in the open country and served to 
secure longer terms and better houses for country 
pupils. Many country school houses are the equal 
in architectural beauty and comfort of the best in 
any city or town, and the instruction given in them 
compares favorably with that given anywhere. Shall 
the state lead the Church in its effort to aid and im- 
prove the conditions of country life? Whether it 
should or not the facts are that it does. In some 
cases the state institutions are doing more to help 
the country preacher and improve the country 
Church than are those directly maintained and con- 
trolled by the Church itself. It sometimes seems 
difficult to induce our schools of religion and other 
institutions of learning to put into their curricula 
anything that will be of specific and practical help 
to a country pastor. There are signs of an awaken- 
ing. Yet a great denomination fails to meet the ex- 
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pense of employing even one man to give his time 
and attention to a study of the situation and the 
working out of principles and practices that will make 
its country work more effective, and that denomina- 
tion has no fully developed and proved general pro- 
gram of aid to the rural pastor and his Church. It 
would not be true to say that nothing has been done, 
for the multitude of rural pastors, who attend the 
Pastors’ Schools for ten days annually to get the 
crumb of help that falls from the table of the rich 
Church, denies that fact. But that is only a crumb 
where a loaf is begged for. 


THE CHURCH IS WAKING TO ITS DUTY 


Church Schools with the aid of and at the instance 
of Home Mission Boards are putting in courses of 
study directly applicable to the conditions to be met 
in the rural parish, and are demonstrating the wisdom 
and timeliness of such a movement. The Sunday 
School training departments are showing signs of 
interest, but as yet very little has got into the 
course of study of special practical value in helping 
to a solution of the peculiar problems confronting the 
rural Church and the Sunday School. It is encourag- 
ing that a beginning has been made which is indica- 
tive of real interest. There are some denominations 
in America whose Home Mission departments main- 
tain a staff of workers devoting their time and energy 
to the task of helping the country Church to a more 
efficient service. A beginning, hardly a beginning, 
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has been made in the consolidation of rural Churches, 
but that beginning shows a way to better things. In 
some very difficult fields with small help from the 
Denominational Board strong congregations have 
been gathered, and their members have erected ade- 
quate and comfortable buildings and are able to 
maintain a fine program of Christian nurture. The 
Church must catch up with the state in its ministry 
to the people in rural places, recover the lost ground, 
re-establish the Church as the greatest and most 
influential factor in the life of the people, and train 
them for genuine discipleship. Every congregation - 

should face its duty to the Rural Church. 


THE RAPID GROWTH OF CITIES HAS TAXED 
THE RESOURCES OF THE CHURCH 


The rapid growth of cities has put a tremendous 
_ tax on the Church to house adequately its activities 
and minister to the growing population in the name 
of Jesus. Great emphasis is given to the fact that 
the strong men of the cities come from the country 
to places of leadership in the Church, in the profes- 
sions and in manufacture and commerce, but too 
often it is forgotten that in recent years country 
people have been filling and enlarging the slums of 
all these centers of population, and partly because 
the Church has not been able properly to nurture 
them. Until recently the Church membership in 
most of the cities and larger towns did not grow as 
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rapidly as the population. Which really meant that 
ground was being lost. 


THE DOWN-TOWN CHURCH PROBLEM 


The city is the place where extremes meet. The 
most godly and the most depraved, the most highly 
educated and cultured and the basest and most illiter- 
ate ruffians, the extremes of wealth and poverty, all 
walking the same streets and finding vent for their 
impulses whether beneficent or satanic. There is 
the temptation as the city grows and its church mem- 
bers increase in wealth for those who have prospered 
to move their residence out from the crowded, dusty, 
noisy business section into the more open spaces of 
the suburbs and then to sell the old church property 
for some business enterprise and rebuild farther out 
near where they live. While this exodus is taking 
place there is also an infilling in tenements and board- 
ing houses in the old area of young people from the 
country and sometimes of people with scant com- 
mand of the English speech, and a vastly greater 
number has moved in than has moved out. The 
Church is not near and a thousand voices call them 
into dance halls, places of amusement, and dens of 
vice. The Church needs to find some way of bringing 
to them a ministry of Christian love and service, and 
by the blessing of the gospel saving them to righteous- 
ness and life and so make of them citizens of the 
nation and of the commonwealth of Jesus Christ. 
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THE MASSING OF PEOPLE INTO CENTERS AN 
OPPORTUNITY AND CHALLENGE TO 
THE CHURCH 


The massing of the people provides for the Church 
a great opportunity and a challenge which it must 
meet with true courage and self-sacrifice. But the 
need cannot be met with flamboyant publicity and 
sensational sermons, or jazz programs. These things 
do not comport with the character of the meek and 
lowly Christ. Nor can it be done by compromises 
with agencies whose appeal is to the less spiritual and 
ethical desires and appetites. Christ must be brought 
into the life of the individual as the Savior and direc- 
tor of that life and its activities. One great lesson 
from the missionary activity of the early Church is 
that the nurture and training given after Christianity 
has been accepted is more important than the meth- 
ods by which conversion has been brought about. 
In a land already Christian the great emphasis there- 
fore must be on the training of Christian manhood. 
Christian education must have a larger place in the 
program of every Church. 


THE NEED IN INDUSTRIAL CENTERS 


There are unoccupied areas in almost every city 
which will require the interest and support of the 
whole Church in order to build in them the Churches 
and get the organizations developed that are needed. 
This is particularly true in the growing industrial 
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region of the South. The people out of their incomes 
are not able to provide for themselves suitable houses 
of worship, nor meet all the expenses necessary in 
order to establish and maintain their Church. The 
mill owners for the most part are interested in the 
Christian program, and many show a willingness to 
co-operate with every worthy agency which seeks the 
betterment of their people, social and moral. Not 
that conditions are everywhere ideal. There are 
many improvements easy to suggest, but hope lies 
in the willingness shown by these men and their 
interest in religious matters, while in increasing num- 
bers they are seriously desiring to carry out the ideals 
of Jesus in the industries they manage. This spirit 
needs to be encouraged until it has become the 
common practice. 


THE CiTy CHURCH MAY PRODUCE MINISTERS 


It has been often said that practically all the most 
able preachers were reared in some country church. 
But the experience of later years is demonstrating 
that when a city Church carries forward a program 
of work which appeals to the young men of the city 
as worth while, really accomplishing the ends sought, 
the young men of the city are just as ready to hear 
God’s call to them as are the young men of the 
country. One progressive down-town Church in a 
southern city has recently within four or five years 
put eight well-trained young men into the ministry. 
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GENERAL BOARDS NEED AN ADEQUATE STAFF 


General Boards need to be, and many are, equipped 
with an adequate staff so as to be able to furnish not 
only financial aid, but also ideas and principles 
wrought out of close and careful investigation that 
will be helpful to those who are diligently seeking a 
better way of ministering to the people of the cities 
in spiritual things; men who can be helpful in council, 
in institutes and in Training Schools as instructors 
for those eager to learn. Some of the Schools are 
offering instruction now in things pertaining to the 
work of a city church and are bringing out by their 
investigations facts which may be helpful to all will- 
ing to study and use them. 


NEW AMERICANS A CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY 


Another great field for Home Mission activities is 
found among the new Americans, who without suffi- 
cient skill in the use of English are very much isolated 
from the ideals, aims, and thought of this to them 
strange land. A very natural tendency is for them 
to become segregated in certain centers. Man being 
a social creature likes to meet people with whom he 
can talk and whom he can understand and who 
understand him. The later generations are learning 
English, but the work of segregation has already 
been accomplished. Not so many have come into 
the southern states as into other parts of the Union. 
But there are many in this region. The city of 
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Tampa has not less than 30,000, it is said, who speak 
Spanish or Italian, and in many southern cities 
colonies may be found of Germans, Greeks, Albani- 
ans, Syrians, Cubans, Italians and others. In Louisi- 
ana lives a vast population of people who speak 
French, and only recently are their children learning 
English. Their number is estimated by those work- 
ing among them as above 300,000, while across the 
- southwestern border are a vast multitude of people 
from Mexico, very largely of Indian blood but of 
Spanish tongue, at least 1,750,000 and increasing 
constantly. What an opportunity for Home Mission 
work! What a challenge to the devotion and loyalty 
of the Christian Church! It is hardly true that the 
great majority of these people are members of the 
Church of Rome. A great multitude like their com- 
patriots in the lands whence they came are without 
the pales of any Christian Church. With a vigorous, 
earnest effort these people may all speedily be evangel- 
ized, for even with the scant effort now made, scant 
in comparison with the numbers to be reached, they 
have established many strong churches that are self- 
supporting and contributing also to the Foreign 
Mission work. 


THE GREAT AMERICAN FRONTIERS 
It is often said that there is no longer a frontier in 
America, which may be true if you are thinking of 
the occupation of territory and the organization of 
government, for the territories that once were are now 
all states of the Union, but for the Church there is 
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still a large frontier. For there are states having 
scarcely more than six percent of their population in 
the membership of Protestant Churches, and the 
great majority of their adult citizens are without the 
pale of any sort of religious organization. They are 
not, in any considerable numbers, opposed to the 
Christian faith but if left without the ministry of the 
Church, as so many are, what may their children in 
future generations become? It is startling to say 
that Shanghai, China, has in its population more 
Protestant Church members than one city of ap- 
proximately the same population in the United 
States. Protestant Churches need to address them- 
selves co-operatively and heroically to the task of 
winning the frontier to Christ. 


THE ORIGINAL AMERICANS 

Within the United States are about 350,000 people 
descended from the original Americans. Many tribes 
are only partially civilized, while others are well ad- 
vanced. Pagan rites are still practiced among some 
tribes, and some of these are very debasing, as the 
Peyote worship, which is the use by its devotees of 
a very powerful narcotic with much the same sort of 
religious reverence that Christians have for the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. The evangelization of 
this people has been a slow process, but progress has 
been made and a great work is going on among many 
tribes, yet there are tribes, small tribes, and some 
larger, which are scarcely touched by a gospel influ- 
ence. If the Christian Church in America has an 
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obligation to any people surely it has for the Ameri- 
can Indians. 


NEGRO AMERICANS 


The duty is not less for the Negroes, who are here 
because of the selfishness of other generations of 
white men, and the Church owes it to them to give 
them all the benefits of the gospel, and an equal 
chance for the development of their highest and best 
qualities and powers into Christian character. Many 
Churches are doing something to help these people, 
but the Churches of the South have the greatest 
opportunity and are doing much to bring about a 
Christian fellowship between the two races; and the 
Commission on Interracial Co-operation composed of 
representatives from the Churches in the South, is 
doing a work which deserves the careful study of all 
people interested in Christian fellowship among all 
races, and merits their loyal support. The Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, by its work of co-operation 
with the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church has 
demonstrated that people of different races can co- 
operate in harmony and Christian brotherhood, while 
separate as races, proving the statement practical of 
Dr. Booker Washington that the races should be as 
distinct and separate as the fingers of the hand, but 
in Christian activity and fraternity, as united as the 
hand itself. 

SOLDIER AND SAILOR CAMPS AND HOSPITALS 

Our soldier boys and seamen, and those whose 


health was broken in the Great War, assembled in 
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camps or hospitals, provide an opportunity for a 
Christian ministry which the Church cannot afford 
to neglect. There are not sufficient chaplains to 
minister adequately to all these men, and often the 
camps or hospitals where they are assembled are lo- 
cated too far from any Church to be greatly helped 
by its ministry, surely here is a field for Home Mission 
Work among the men from our homes, giving them- 
selves to be the guardians of the peace of their coun- 
try. The field is not well occupied, though the little 
now being done shows the value and possibilities of 
such work. The men are ready; the urgent need is 
means for their support. A good service flag would 
be a special contribution for the maintenance of this 
form of service by churches in honor of their sons 
and in earnest desire for their spiritual well being. 


WorRK AMONG THE UNDERPRIVILEGED 


There is much to be done to help those that are 
weak, those who have fallen and need assistance to 
start again. The women of the Churches are leading 
in this branch of service, by building and maintaining 
centers with a staff of workers who give themselves 
to the relief of those who have been unfortunate in 
life’s struggle, or have not been able to keep pace 
with the progress of their fellows. Instruction is 
given in health, hygiene, the care of the sick, of in- 
fants, the making of better homes, and opportunities 
provided for recreation and social contacts in a whole- 
some and Christian atmosphere. Also places of ref- 
uge, and schools where instructions are given in 
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domestic arts, and training for service to those who 
need, and many other things which go to help in the 
creation and maintenance of a Christian society. The 
Goodwill Industries, whose motto is “Not Charity, 
but a Chance,” are being organized and maintained 
in many cities of the South and by gathering old 
clothing, furniture, and other articles, furnish em- 
ployment to many who would otherwise be objects 
of charity, who renovate, repair and sell the articles 
at a very nominal price, to those who need them; 
and in many other ministries give hope to the de- 
spairing, and new life to those dead to all good ser- 
vice. Such works are helping to redeem many a slum 
and region in which the development of a people has 
been retarded by the pressure of unavoidable cir- 
cumstances. 


ANTI-CHRISTIAN FORCES IN AMERICA 


There are many forces working mightily in the life 
of America which are hostile to Christianity or a 
hindrance to the practice of the principles of Jesus 
in the life of the people. Profanity seems to be a 
fad of the day, and too often those who are officials 
in Christian Churches use it freely. It undermines 
that spirit of reverence for the Holy name of Him 
which is necessary for the building of Christ-like 
character. There is sound philosophic reason back 
of the commandment: “Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Avarice rather 
than service is too frequently the guiding motive in 
industry and commerce. Does Christ rule in the 
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industrial and commercial order? All things must 
be brought into subjection to Him. There are in- 
fluences at work which strike at the very foundations 
of many Christian institutions which are most sacred. 
and necessary if the gospel is to be the rule of life. 
The home, the very foundation of all good govern- 
ment and of Christian society, is being attacked per- 
sistently by influences which are anti-Christian, and 
doctrines promulgated which would make void the 
Christian marriage relation. One of the most star- 
tling things in our life to the young men and women 
who come to our schools from other lands where our 
missionaries have preached is the ease and frequency 
of the dissolution of marriage. It is hard for them 
to understand that divorce is so much more common 
here than among their own people. Crime is rampant 
and red handed. Punishment of it is slow and uncer- 
tain. In many places criminal organizations seem 
to exist for the protection of the guilty. It is too 
often impossible to secure the conviction of men of 
means or influence. There are too many “slackers” 
in the enforcement of fundamental laws of state and 
nation. During the war men voluntarily obeyed all 
requests of the Food Administration, and the Fuel 
Administration, and observed the meatless days, 
wheatless days, heatless days and sweetless days, for 
which there was no law but the wish of some Board 
of Control, but now they show the greatest disrespect 
for fundamental laws and retain the approval and 
often the esteem of their fellow citizens. Organized. 
atheism openly attacks all Christian institutions. 
45 


New TASKs FoR NEw TIMES 


NEED OF A REVIVAL 


These are not isolated matters to be dealt with by 
missionaries sent out but are common throughout 
America, and confront every Christian organization 
and individual. Every congregation and Christian 
is a part of the great Home Mission enterprise for 
their correction. What are you and your Church 
doing about it? Evidently the great need, the great- 
est need, is for a revival of that piety and godliness 
of character, which creates in the hearts of men a 
profound respect and loyalty to law and decency. 
The task of saving America is not complete until her 
people are one hundred percent in loyal allegiance to 
the teachings of Jesus. ‘This kind goeth not out but 
by prayer and fasting.’ Intercession to God for His 
blessing, and self-denial and sacrifice till His will be- 
comes the law of the life of men and His service the 
joy of every heart, should be the burden of all 
Christians. Laws have their value as forces of re- 
straint, discipline, correction and training in right- 
eousness, but the work is not complete until they are 
written in the hearts of men and become the habitual 
practice of every true citizen. Those only are free 
men to whom there is no consciousness of restraint, 
because it is their will to do the will of God. When 
men place this righteousness above wealth until it 
has no value except as an agency to bring about the 
better day, when it becomes more desirable than life, 
until that day be accomplished, we shall see the King- 
dom of God coming with power. Our hope, our only 
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hope is in God and our expectation is from Him. 
THE NEED OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER 


The place of greatest power is in the secret place 
with Him, tarrying in intercessory prayer until He 
reveals in His Church the power that raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead and set Him at His own right 
hand, then for each individual soul to go forth to 
earnest, vigorous, consecrated, sacrificial service in 
an effort to make His will supreme in every life. 
Then shall the land sing for joy and our missionaries 
go forth to victory in America and to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Even so, Lord Jesus come 
quickly! Amen and Amen! 


SUGGESTED HELPS TO LESSON STUDY 


Aim—To show that America is partially, but not 
entirely, Christian and suggest some fields which 
need cultivation through Home Missions. 

Scripture Reading—Luke 16:1-12. 

Pray for the Home Department of the Board of 
Missions that God may guide in all its efforts and 
that the Church may realize and discharge its duty, 
and that this congregation may be given eyes to see 
and courage to do the things needed to make this a 
truly Christian community. 


Questions for discussion: 


1. In what respect did the spread of the Apostolic 
Church and the early Methodist Church re- 
semble? 
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Make a list of all Home Mission enterprises you 
can think of and discuss what our Church is 
doing in each field of endeavor. 

What are some of the causes of the depletion of 
our rural population? What effect have such 
changes on the country Church? 

What are some of the hindrances to be met in 
working out an efficient program for the 
country Church? 

How may the Church meet present conditions 
and improve them? What is my congregation 
doing? 

What effect have the changed economic condi- 
tions had on cities and towns? 

Discuss the Church’s responsibility in the pres- 
ent industrial and city development. 

How must evangelism and nurture be related? 

Is it better for alien population to be segregated 
or dispersed? 


. What is the Church’s duty to the American 


Indian? 


. Discuss the work of the Commission on Inter- 


racial Co-operation. 
What may be done for our soldiers and seamen? 


. Discuss some social and economic conditions in 


American life that are making missionary 
work most difficult. 


. What are some of the social and moral conditions 


which are antagonistic to Christianity in our 
country? In our community? What is being 
done to make our community better? 
Discuss the work of our General Board in rela- 
tion to the various phases of Home Missions. 
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CHAPTER III 
WHY FOREIGN MISSIONS? 


ECAUSE that which may be known of God is 

B manifest in them for God hath shewed it unto 

them. . . . When they knew God they glori- 

fied Him not as God neither were thankful... . 

Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness 

through the lusts of their own hearts.’”’ (Epistle to 
Romans.) 


OuR MARCHING ORDERS AND PRESENT NEED 


“‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations,” is still the 
marching orders of the Church of Christ. The com- 
mand is fully obeyed when every creature among men 
has been reached with an opportunity to find salva- 
tion in Jesus Christ. An order to halt in the enter- 
prise or relax effort for its consummation by whom- 
soever given is a manifestation of disloyalty not to 
say stark disobedience. To the Church is committed 
the keys and it may bind or loose agencies and in- 
fluences for the good of man. To stop the work any- 
where which it has the resources to carry on is an 
unchristian use of power given, while vast areas of 
the world are as yet untouched by the Christian 
ministry; while in South America unknown millions 
of the aborigines, of whom the world has a minimum 
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of knowledge, in some instances being ignorant of the 
language or dialect spoken, and the effort to reach 
them is expressed only by a zero quantity. “Only 
in a few instances, chiefly in independent and free 
lance movements, has Evangelical Christendom up 
to the present, shown the sacrificial enterprise to 
plunge into these remote regions where God’s neg- 
lected children wait in their primitive naked need.” 
All through the Orient there are more millions who 
have never yet had an opportunity to hear the gospel. 
There is need for the expenditure of greater energy 
to reach them with the enlightening message and 
saving power of the gospel and less in debates about 
terminology and obstructive criticism of the work. 


QUESTIONS ABOUT TERMINOLOGY 


The missionary enterprise has not failed to invoke 
criticism and much is being written and spoken which 
is part truth and in larger part pure sentiment. It 
is said that the terms “Home” and “Foreign” are 
altogether wrong, for missions is the same the world 
over and such distinctions are offensive and to be 
discarded. It is also stated that such words as 
“heathen” or “pagan’’ are contrary to the spirit of 
Christianity and should be dropped from the vocabu- 
lary. The time will come when neither such terms 
nor substitutes meaning the same thing are necessary. 
That time will be when all the world has crowned 
Jesus Christ as Lord in acknowledgment of his divine 
sovereignty. Until that day comes the terms indi- 
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eated or substitutes which signify the same thing 
must continue as words in our speech. If substitutes 
are adopted, is there any reason to think that they 
will not soon be as obnoxious as the words for 
which they are substituted? Whatever names are 
used there are missions and will be for years to 
come to the unprivileged of America in our home 
land, and to the people of other lands which are 
foreign to America. Some geographical distinction 
is necessary to convey the right idea to ordinary 
mortals. Men will always invent terms to desig- 
nate a difference of religious faith and practice 
among people. One is bound to question whether it 
is the word or the fact which it describes which is 
- obnoxious,and a fact, whatever words may be used 
to set it forth, will remain the same. The terms will 
have an end when the world changes so that there 
is no longer anything in its life or activity which they 
designate. Then they will become obsolete and pass 
from use. ‘The Churches which have changed their 
terminology have shown a decided loss of zeal and 
efficiency in the prosecution of the work and give 
scant encouragement to others to follow their lead.” 
(Speer) Once the process of yielding to such criticism 
has begun there inevitably followed a depreciation 
of enthusiasm and interest. To try to think of Home 
Missions or Foreign Missions as a completed work 
is to manifest gross ignorance of moral and religious 
conditions the world over, and any relaxation of 
effort in evangelism would work calamity for the 
entire Christian program. The work must be carried 
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on to completion until the vision of the Apocalypse 
is realized and there is a new heaven and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. This is to be brought 
about by the preaching of Christ and the witness of 
men. The forces are spiritual and not material. It 
is not thinkable that the Kingdom whose law is love, 
and whose characteristic is brotherhood, isto be set 
up under the leadership of one who uses the sword 
instead of the more silent and potent power of 
redeeming love. 


MORALITY AND RELIGION CANNOT BE DIVORCED 


There is much criticism going about, some of which 
may be just, for surely missionaries and their methods 
show many mistakes made which need to be cor- 
rected, and the Church must not be sensitive to 
criticism, except in the desire to improve methods, 
correct errors and get the work done better. Much 
of present day criticism is but the bickerings of those 
who have openly opposed and refused to make con- 
tribution to the cause, and whose voice therefore 
deserves to be ignored. Some of it comes from those 
whose selfishness and sin the gospel rebukes and they 
are not willing to yield themselves to the dominion 
of Christ nor submit themselves to the discipline of 
His love for correction in righteousness. The world 
has not yet been made righteous and it is not possible 
to divorce morality from religion or the reverse with- 
out serious loss. Even Robespierre was led to declare: 
“If there were no God it would be necessary for the 
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good of society to invent one,’’ and Comte when he 
launched his social reform found it necessary to in- 
vent a religion of humanity as a motive to altruism. 
Says Principal Garvie: “I hold with all my heart 
and soul that the gospel we should take to the ends 
of the earth is the Gospel of an objective atonement 
for sin in His sacrifice——We must accordingly present 
the cross as God’s judgment on sin as well as the 
forgiveness of sinners.” A holy God cannot be in- 
different to the corruption, and accursedness of sin 
- and its heinous consequences. A sense of moral de- 
fect is necessary to any moral progress. . There can 
be no forgiveness without genuine and hearty repent- 
ance. There is no other name given under heaven 
among men whereby we must be saved but the name 
of Jesus. 


OuR Gop IS A HOLY GoD 


The God of the Bible is a holy God, which charac- 
ter distinguishes Him from all the other gods men 
have worshipped, for in all the Theophanies of the 
pagan world there is not one holy being. Love to 
the Christian is the purest motive that impels the 
conduct of men. But among the Greeks was one 
god to whom they gave the name of Love, which 
name has become a part of the most unclean words 
in the English language, and that because of the 
character of the god Eros. The love of Christ which 
constraineth us exalts the purest and holiest ideals 
and arouses men to the noblest and most heroic and 
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unselfish deeds. All men need to know the trans- 
forming purifying power of that love. In Christ and 
His cross God is reconciling the world unto Himself, 
and reveals Himself as just and at the same time the 
justifier of the ungodly. Jesus came to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. Human reason and 
desire have found no other remedy for sin. In the 
preaching of His cross lies the world’s only hope of 
regeneration from sin. “In Him is life and the life 
is the light of men,’ and the only light which fully 
illumines the dark pathway of mortals. Christianity 
seeks to banish all impurity and sin from the lives 
and conduct of men as individual beings and from 
the world that lieth in the wicked one as no other 
religion can do because of its doctrines of the nature 
of God. 


“THEY HAVE THEIR RELIGION AND 
Do Not WANT OvurRS’” 


The critics however say, ‘“They have their religions 
which are adapted to their mode of life and they are 
contented with their faith; why disturb them by 
preaching the gospel of Christ to them?” This is but 
another way of expressing contempt for the man in 
his blindness and equivalent to saying “his religion 
is good enough for him.” Or put into different 
phrase, ‘‘he does not deserve the best, heis debased; 
let him remain so.” This is an unchristian attitude 
indicating a sense of superiority unworthy a true 
disciple of Jesus. Such a theory would keep all un- 
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privileged people in ignorance and superstition, and 
is the old spirit which refused instruction to the poor. 
At the base it is the worst sort of selfishness and is 
the chief reason why autocracy always opposes de- 
mocracy. Behind it is the fear that if they be taught 
“they will take away our place, and nation’’; and we 
will be no better than they. It grows out of the 
spirit which would keep all the best things of life for 
the few, for the elect, for the fortunate, for the 
classes. It dishonors God “who will have all men to 
be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth” by 
limiting His mercies to the few. It injures men be- 
cause it deprives them of His blessings, denies them 
His favor and robs them of their most sacred and 
exalted privilege provided at such unspeakable cost. 


BLESSINGS OF CHRISTIANITY TO BE ENJOYED 
Must BE SHARED 


The full blessings of the gospel cannot be enjoyed 
by any unless shared with all. The Old Testament 
emphasizes this truth. The great message of the law 
and the prophets is that the salvation of the grace of 
God is for all. He is not the exclusive God of any 
people. He is the God of the nations and His bless- 
ings for the men of Ninevah and all others who repent 
of their sins and turn to Him. In the person and 
work of Jesus this doctrine is incarnated and exem- 
plified. In Him is revealed our duty to God and 
relation to men. 
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MISSIONARIES OF COMMERCE 


Clocks, sewing machines, bicycles, railroads, kero- 
sene, tobacco and many other articles of commerce 
are at great cost and sacrifice introduced and mar- 
keted in lands which did not havethemand did not 
want them. Often they were when first introduced 
rejected, with great violence. Too often the market 
has been opened and maintained by force of arms. 
A great army of foreign missionaries maintained at 
vast expenses are kept in all Jands until such articles 
are not only accepted but sold in such increasing 
quantities as to bring large returns in profits to those 
who manufacture and sell them. If it be proper and 
right to use such methods to foist upon an unwilling 
people the material products of civilization for gain, 
surely there is a greater obligation also to give to 
them in love the best we have in education, the care 
of health and those ideals which make better men. 


THe CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SEEKS NO PERSONAL 
GAIN NOR APPEALS TO FORCE 


Our Christian missionaries go not for personal gain 
or selfish ends but to carry the best the world has to 
those who have it not. They disturb by their service 
naught except those forces which drown men in per- 
dition; they give light, health and life to the millions 
who need and are perishing without the bread of life. 
If we force upon others our material goods, can we 
consistently deny them that which they need most 
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and which blesses them and makes them a blessing 
to all mankind? The same argument which would 
keep out the Christian missionary would exclude the 
agent of the merchant and manufacturing firms. Says 
Dr. Barton: ‘The Christian foreign missionary is 
in the Orient purely and solely for the good of the 
people. He may not always be wise in his methods, 
but he cannot be charged with having any selfish 
purposes in his efforts. His teachings are never forced 
upon the people. They are perfectly free to refuse 
to attend his hospitals, schools, or to accept or reject 
his religion. He repudiates the use of force to accom- 
plish the ends sought. It is his purpose to create a 
discontent for the old order of things only in so far 
as that old order is detrimental to the intellectual 
and moral advancement of the people. He presents 
to them that which he knows will elevate and enlarge 
the individual as well as make society better. It is 
his universal rule not to force himself or his teachings 
upon an unwilling people, but to leave, in every in- 
stance, the acceptance of his teachings to the good 
judgment of the people who hear, while they are 
always free to decline to listen to him at all. He 
never attempts to destroy or even condemn anything 
that is good in their ancient customs or beliefs, but 
he simply offers to the Oriental all that he regards as 
best in the religion of Christ, which has created the 
best, and safest, and most benevolent society on 
earth, and has power to adapt itself to the require- 
ments of every race of people. If we condemn the 
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Christian foreign missionary, we must also condemn 
a thousandfold more the merchant missionary.” 


SHALL WE RECEIVE THE GOODS OF OTHERS 
AND Not GIVE OuR BEST IN RETURN 


America takes material goods from all lands, coffee 
and nitrates from South America; laws and customs 
from Great Britain; dyes and educational standards, 
goose step and all from Germany; silks, tea and other 
valuables from the Orient; art from the old world and 
fashions from Paris. No nation is self-sufficient in 
any sense. Surely if we take these things to benefit 
our civilization and are not disturbed thereby, it is 
no disturbance to give to others the holiest and best 
in religion for the building of character and the 
regulation of conduct. 


- CONDITIONS NEED TO BE CHANGED 


It may well be asked why in many instances does 
not the life of pagan peoples need to be changed? 
Are practices to be allowed to continue without any 
effort to correct them or to show to those addicted 
to such ways of life anything better, practices which 
corrupt men and society, which hurt and destroy 
individuals and nations and drown men in perdition? 
Have those who have the light which reveals a better 
way of life no duty to those who have it not? Have 
those whose souls are lightened with the wisdom re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ no obligation to let it shine 
upon those who sit in darkness? Of course, there 
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are evil practices in Christian lands to be corrected 
and effort is being made constantly to correct and 
heal the ills of the people in those lands. Shall noth- 
ing be done to relieve the ignorance and distress of 
those in other lands and raise them to higher moral 
levels. If not, as the world is brought closer and 
closer together and relationships between peoples of 
different lands become more intimate Christian lands 
must ultimately and inevitably sink to the levels of 
those around them. 


THE GOOD IN OTHER RELIGIONS PREPARES 
THE WAY FOR PREACHING CHRIST 


It is urged that there is some good in all religions. 
Then why assume that they are not sufficient. St. 
Paul in Mars Hill is the pattern for all future mis- 
sionaries. He does not seek to destroy, but to fulfill 
the good found in the faith of all people. It is hard 
to conceive that the Christian lands hold the only 
people to whom God has revealed Himself. He has 
left no people without some witness. Truth is truth, 
however and by whomsoever discovered. Fortunate 
it is that other religions have truth in them. In that 
they are a preparation for the preaching of the gospel. 
It would bea very difficult task to evangelize a people 
with no shame of evil, no sense of right and wrong, 
no consciousness cf moral obligation. It is easy to 
convict them of sin by the teachings of the religions 
they profess to follow. Their religions fail them be- 
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cause they offer no sufficient remedy for sin. There 
is no all-sufficient, satisfying Savior excepting Jesus 
Christ. He is the world’s hope and only deliverer. 
He saves from all sin those who come to God by Him. 
By Him they find salvation from all things from 
which they could not be saved by their old religions, 
nor even by so divinely given a thing as the law 
of Moses. Shall we deny to them a knowledge 
of Him who alone gives life and health and all 
things? 


PATRIOTISM AND CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONALISM 
VERSUS A SELFISH NATIONALISM 


The argument that missionaries denationalize the 
people among whom they work is symptomatic of 
the age in which we live. The spirit of nationalism, 
the right of self-determination has taken an exagger- 
ated form. Certainly every people must ultimately 
determine their own destiny. But that one people 
or nation may determine its destiny in disregard of 
the privileges and rights of all others is at least a 
most selfish and dangerous doctrine in this age when 
the destiny and happiness of any people is so closely 
bound up with the interests and destiny of all others. 
Mexico cannot in disregard of any obligation to the 
United States, nor can the United States in disregard 
of the rights of Mexicans and Canadians achieve the 
object of their being when these countries are so 
mutually interdependent that even the laws and 
customs of the one can not be enforced without the 
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co-operation of the other, which is becoming more 
true as regards the relationships of all people. All 
are interested in the future of Russia, of China, of 
India, and of the Philippines. A new international- 
ism is just as necessary as nationalism and the most 
unifying force in the creation of just and righteous 
international relationships is Christianity. When 
we seek for details indicative of denationalization the 
introduction of certain foods, clothing, and domestic 
habits and customs are pointed out with the state- 
ment that the natives have abandoned national cus- 
toms in favor of foreign. Surely the end of suttee 
in India, of foot binding for women in China, the 
effort to end the traffic in opium and narcotics, the 
termination of many taboos in Africa have not been 
detrimental to the natives, nor have the liberation and 
education of women and many other practices that 
have worked no ill to those affected by these changes. 
It is true that Christianity has put an end to many 
social ills and made life better for the people to whom 
it has been sent. Says McFadyen: “In fact, how- 
ever, the departure from national customs commonly 
classed as examples of denationalization often refer 
to matters more or less external and relatively unim- 
portant. ... In so far as nationalism involves an 
unreasoning support of institutions and of policy of 
one’s country, and an undervaluation of the virtues 
_and classes of other countries, Christians everywhere 
will be denationalized to the extent to which they 
understand the genius of their religion.” 
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SocIAL EVILS CALL FOR CORRECTION 


Weare, perhaps, most familiar with the life of the 
infant church in Corinth. A very few years after 
Paul’s first visit they were asked to adopt a method 
of conducting their litigation not at all like the Greek 
methods which had been in vogue among them. 
Christian slaves began to demand their freedom, 
Christian women to ask for a freedom not tolerated 
by Greek usages, and to obtain in meetings a measure 
of liberty not permitted by Greek customs. Their 
new faith had to that extent denationalized them. 
But a Christianity which did not change national 
custom and sentiment at many points would not be 
a New Testament religion. It seeks to lift from that 
which is base and unclean into a freer, holier manner 
of living. If it fails in that it has no ministry for 
souls in bondage to habits and customs that destroy 
men. Its mission is to liberate men from all evil 
habits and practices. Christianity insists on monog- 
amy and inevitably disintegrates a social system 
dependent on polygamy. The African wants many 
wives to till his ground, but as one expressed it after 
becoming a Christian: “One plow does as much 
work as ten wives.” The religion of Jesus challenges 
age-long abuses such as the caste system, the joint 
family system and the subordination of women; all 
these practices are changing wherever Christ is 
preached and all must disappear as the influence of 
the Christian Church increases. “Just as under its 
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influence even now, the social, industrial, and politi- 
cal systems of the West are changing more or less 
rapidly, so it will effect profound transformations in 
the life of Africa and the Orient.” 


CHRISTIANITY WORKS CHANGES BY SUBSTITUTION 
OF SOMETHING ELSE 


Wherever Christianity works changes it is by the 
substitution of something better. It destroys that 
which is bad only by the building of something good. 
“TY will not leave you comfortless,” said Jesus, ‘TI will 
come to you and make my abode with you.” Wher- 
ever He abides he brings salvation to that house or 
to that people. All are better, freer, happier, wher- 
ever He dwells. 


CHRISTIANITY PROMOTES REAL PATRIOTISM 


True Christianity upholds national loyalty. The 
Acts of the Apostles is a wonderful letter written by 
Luke to Theophilus, who was in all probability an 
official of the Roman government, and in it he shows 
that the Christians are a law abiding people who were 
considered worthy of and had the protection of the 
Roman state. They were not seeking to overthrow 
the recognized government but to establish in it a 
people touphold all its just laws and build a stronger 
state with a righteous citizenship. This very thing 
Christianity is doing and seeking to make more real 
in all lands and among all peoples. There is no doubt 
but that Christianity has produced a greater loyalty 
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to their nation among the people of China, and what- 
ever be the outcome of the present disturbances of 
that land the Christian influence is making for a 
united China, and a better nation. It is so every- 
where. Christianity by its very genius encourages 
and strengthens all that is good in nationalism as in 
home and family life, in industry and in society. 


IN THE EARLY CHURCH THERE WAS NO QUESTION 
OF THE DUTY TO EVANGELIZE ALL PEOPLE 


There was never any question in the Apostolic 
Church as to the urgency of the conversion of the 
gentiles. They must have the gospel preached to 
them, and be blessed with its privileges. The obliga- 
tion was recognized and the duty never questioned. 
All the discussions arose about the method to be 
adopted in receiving them into the company of. be- 
lievers, and all the controversies were concerning 
questions of whether they must observe the Jewish 
rites or whether there should be liberty among the 
gentiles who were turning to Christ to omit certain 
regulations. Paul was the champion of freedom. 
Faith in Christ was for him sufficient. Ought that 
not always to be sufficient? Men are justified by 
faith in Jesus Christ and maintain a life of righteous- 
ness by the exercise of the same faith and that alone. 
To-day as then there are those who would add some- 
what in the name of orthodoxy or at least claim the 
right to interpret the content of faith. There seems 
to be in some places a disposition to preach Christ 
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and permit the people to whom He is preached to 
interpret Him for themselves and develop their own 
system of faith and form of Church government. 
This might lead if pressed too far to another extreme, 
and instead of Christianity transforming paganism, 
paganism would simply cloak itself under the name 
of Christ. 


THE WORLD NEEDS THE UNITING POWER 
OF CHRISTIANITY 


Foreign Mission effort is needed to help counteract 
some of the dangers growing out of an extreme and 
selfish nationalism. All other relations in commerce 
and politics between peoples tend to call forth selfish- 
ness, and the preaching of the gospel of Christ is the 
surest and best corrective of that tendency. When 
Rome became imperial and conquered lands were to 
be governed and kept at peace, the worship of the 
emperor was invented as a state religion to be uni- 
versally practiced throughout the empire because 
- Cesar Augustus felt that no power was sufficient to 
hold together in one government so many peoples 
differing in language, customs, and racial character- 
istics without the unifying force of religion. His 
sagacity has often been commended and beyond 
doubt the new religion prolonged the life of the 
nation. 

CHRISTIANITY HAS POWER TO END STRIFE 


The world is full of hate, strife and turmoil. Races 
hate each other, nations hate each other, classes hate 
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each other, and distrust begets disorder and more 
disorder. Some great unifying power is needed for 
the world. A universal religion with holy ideals, up- 
holding the proper respect for personality in every 
man, that emphasizes the worth of the individual and 
because of the life it inspires and the righteous charac- 
ter it builds, begets within men confidence and trust 
in each other, is the only agency which can remedy 
the ills that now vex men everywhere. Autocracy 
has tried its power as a conservator of peace and has 
been repudiated because it plunged the world into 
the most horrible war of history. Commerce has 
made its claims as a preserver of peace but its ex- 
ploitations fill the souls of men with hate unless it be 
conducted by the golden rule of Jesus. Science has 
made its boasts of power to end strife, but its instru- 
ments only make more hideous the strife of men. 
Diplomacy has plotted and failed. Culture has 
proved hurtful when unchristian. And all these have 
failed for want of a guiding principle which is most 
clearly stated in the teachings of the Man of Galilee. 
Other religions may exalt that which helps but in 
Him alone are found all things necessary to life and 
salvation for all men. His gospel can be transported 
to every clime, translated into every tongue, applied 
to every problem of every race and of all nations. 
He alone can bring peace on earth to men of good 
will and the practice of his precepts end industrial 
strife, racial antagonisms, class hatreds and national 


jealousies. 
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ACTION AND REACTION OF CHRISTIAN EFFORT 


No nation has yet become entirely Christian and 
the missionary effort is needed in America and every 
land alike until He is crowned King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords among all people. The missionary 
challenge is a universal challenge. Christianizing 
one nation helps to the Christianizing of all nations. 
All are mutually interdependent. Weare not sending 
missionaries to China and other lands because we are 
innately better than they but because they need the 
gospel which has helped us, and we need them to 
help make a better world. Their conversion will help 
us, the establishment of a Christian order among 
them will react to help create the same social order 
among us. 


Is CHRISTIAN MISSIONS A WESTERN ENTERPRISE? 

Objection is made that missions is a western enter- 
prise. So it is and so it has been for many centuries, 
in fact from the very earliest times. We must not 
undertake to enforce upon these people of the Orient 
a western religion it is said. But Christianity is not 
an exotic in the east. It began in the Orient, its 
books were all written by Orientals, its doctrines, 
precepts and practices came from the eastern people 
and are not strange among them. We are taking 
back to them that which they have given to us. 
When they accept its teachings, it will be remarkable 
if they do not give us a better interpretation of 
Christianity, a better understanding of Jesus and a 
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clearer insight into his teachings than the world has 
yet had, and at the same time a finer exemplification 
in character of all things comprehended in this holy 
religion. 


CRITICISM A TRIBUTE TO MISSIONARY SUCCESS 


The present criticism of missionary effort is a fine 
tribute to the effectiveness of the gospel. At first the 
missionary reached with his messages the lowly and 
outcast of the nations. As at Corinth not many wise, 
not many mighty in power or influence were called. 
The missionary and his work were ignored by the 
great masses of the people. But under the impulse 
of Christianity many of the Christian converts be- 
came wise and came into places of responsibility and 
trust and proved themselves worthy. Their influence 
and power grew until the customs and life of the 
whole people were affected. Then the old cults began 
to take notice and opposition arose. Missionaries 
made mistakes as human beings are likely to do, and 
all such were naturally seized upon by those whose 
customs and life was affected and resistance appeared. 
Paul preached two years in Ephesus in the schoo 
house of Tyrannus, and all the city was moved by 
his preaching. Those who practiced the magic arts 
brought their books and burned them. The trade in 
silver shrines fell off and the industry of making them 
was affected. Demetrius assembled the mob and 
worked it to a frenzy of religious fanaticism and hate, 
because Christianity had become a power in the life 
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of the city. They would have torn the Apostle to 
pieces had not friends kept him from them. It is 
always so. If evangelism is succeeding in any con- 
gregation all the gossips and enemies of righteousness 
turn loose their opposition. The man who does 
nothing meets no resistance, has no opposition, but 
when he starts some good work and gets it going 
well, opposition is found at every step of progress. 
The very success of Christian missions has helped to 
arouse the present opposition. Mr. Stanley Jones’ 
Mohammedan lawyer says: ‘When the missionaries 
first came we ignored them, then as they began to 
make headway we hated them, and then as further 
progress was made we persecuted them. But once 
Jesus Christ has been presented to us, we cannot 
escape Him.” Educated men all over the world are 
‘studying the New Testament as never before in the 
history of man. Japan has had the Sermon on the 
Mount translated and put into the text-books of 
some of their schools for the benefit of the moral 
teachings it sets forth, and more and more the leaven 
is working and affecting age-long customs and prac- 
tices among all people, even beyond the reach of the 
missioneries’ voice and the organization of a Church. 
It is not strange therefore that there are found those 
who oppose and with mighty effort seek to destroy 
its works of righteousness. Holiness of character is 
achieved only at great cost, and men do not want to 
pay the price of achievement nor to be faced with 
the constant impelling challenge. It is not time for 
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Christian people to yield to opposition or relax their 
efforts. The time calls to mighty conquests and 
glorious victory. Never was the Christian dollar so 
powerful in the building of Christian institutions all 
over the world, never was Christian effort so mighty 
in pulling down the strongholds of Satan and in 
building thereon the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. It 
remains for the Church to say what the answer shall 
be; whether defeat or victory, relapse or advancement 
toward a better day of peace and good will among all 
peoples. Is the spirit of Christian heroism dead? 
Surely not. Our young people answer with a spirit 
of willingness, preparation and devotion rarely if ever 
witnessed. Under the power of the Holy Spirit they 
have answered the call and are waiting for permission 
to go. Churches and institutions wait for the means 
to build them, fields are open for cultivation. The 
call comes from every land ‘“‘come and help us!’ 
Shall our selfish greed and love of luxury deny them 
what is needed to make effective the most promising 
crusade for Christ and the setting up of His Kingdom 
in all the ages? Away with fears and bickerings! On 
with the march for a better world! Up with the 
banner of the King! Lift up your heads, Oh ye gates, 
open wide ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory 
shall come in! It would be the world’s greatest 
tragedy to fail in this hour. 
A RETREATING CHURCH Must Face JESUS 
AND His SACRIFICE 
There is a tradition that when the city of Rome 
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was burning, and Nero waited for three days before 
permitting any effort to extinguish the flames in order 
that he might gratify his whim by the sight of the 
awesome spectacle of a great city conflagration and 
men fled for safety from the city, Simon Peter was 
among those who fled and on the way out he met 
Jesus. Startled by the sight he cried, “Whither goest 
thou, my Lord,” and the Lord made answer, “To 
Rome to die again, since all my followers have fled.” 
To which Peter replied, ‘Not so my Lord, I will 
return to die myself rather,’ and he did. A church 
leaving His altars in the Orient and the other non- 
Christian lands must meet Jesus; and what shall we 
answer to Him? 


ENTERPRISES MUST BE COMPLETED OR THE 
CHURCH IS DISHONORED 


Enterprises have been started in which native 
Christians have invested their means in the hope and 
with the promise that means would be forthcoming 
from America to finish them. The work is not fin- 
ished for lack of the fulfillment of that promise. 
Having begun the work it must be completed and 
Christian nations keep their promise. Other enter- 
prises are needed and wait for help to undertake, 
while others not yet thought of will be needed before 
the work is completed. When the national Church 
has been established the missionary is still needed 
and will be. The organization of a Church by the 
native Christians of a nation has not ended the work 
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of the missionary. They have developed self-support, 
and self-reliance, but greater outlay of men and 
means is needed to-day to carry on the work. They 
call for help, need it, use it, and must have it if they 
are to become Christian. It will be so in every other 
land, even if all native Christians unite to form one 
organized Church of nationals, still the work of the 
missionary must continue. The impact of the powers 
of evil are so great, the army of occupation so small 
that reinforcements will be needed for the training of 
leaders and to hearten the struggling bands in the 
midst of a mass of opposing elements if the cross is 
to prevail, as it must prevail. The cry of those, who 
through toil and privation laid the foundations of a 
new world order, calls to the men of to-day, ‘We fall 
at our post, send more men!”’ “Though a thousand 
perish Africa must not be given up.” 


A CALL TO HEROIC SACRIFICIAL SERVICE 


A young medical missionary before leaving for 
Africa was asked to tell why he chose to go as a 
Christian missionary to the Dark Continent. His 
answer deserves to be remembered. “First because 
I love Jesus Christ, and after all He has done for me 
I would be ashamed to offer Him my service in any 
but the most needy and difficult field. Second be- 
cause I love my country. There are diseases which 
medical skill has not yet understood and learned to 
cure which destroy multitudes of those people, and 
I want to do my part to understand and cure these 
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diseases before the commerce of the world brings 
them to this land to prey upon the lives of my people, 
as commerce has brought the boll weevil from Mexico 
to prey upon the cotton fields of the South.” The 
— love of Christ constraineth us. We must with Paul 
“fill up that which is behind in the suffering of 
Christ,” in order that men may know and understand 
Him and find salvation and peace through His sacri- 
fice. Truth needs to be incarnated to be understood. 
“Ye are my epistles known and read of all men.” 
The call to service, the opportunities for good ring in 
the ears of the American Church to-day, and the 
challenge to Foreign Missions has lost none of its 
urgency. His divine sacrifice calls for heroic self- 
denying service to all Christians in all the world. 


SUGGESTED HELPS FOR STUDY 


Aim—To show why Foreign Missions must be con- 
tinued notwithstanding the opposition and criticism. 

Scripture Reading—Roman 10:11-17. 

Prayer—That the church may realize its duty and 
with earnest sacrifice carry on the work. 


Questions for Discussion: 


1. What is the significance of the terms ‘“‘Home 
Missions,” ‘‘Foreign Missions,” “heathen,” 
‘Pagan 4 

2. How does religion affect character? 

3. What would you say is the supreme difference 
between Christianity and other religions? 
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Defend the statement: ‘‘Nothing but the best 
in religion is good enough for the lowest of 
men.” 

What motives can you give for Christian 
Missions? 

Contrast these motives and the methods used 
by Christian Missionaries with the motives 
and methods of commercial agents sent to 
these countries. 

If you were presenting Jesus Christ to one of 
another faith would you seek to show him 
that his religion was utterly false, or would 
you with a sympathetic attitude seek to find 
some points of contact in his religion by means 
of which to show yet a more excellent way? 

Can a person be a Christian without being a 
good citizen? Give reasons for your answer. 

Mention some of the social changes which 
Christianity brings about. 


. Whyis there need for Christian Internationalism? 
. show how Foreign Missions and Home Missions 


are related. 
How near to completion is the missionary task 
of the church? 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
SOME ACHIEVEMENTS OF MISSIONS 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS HAVE PROSPERED IN 
SPITE OF OPPOSITION 


"Teor that have turned the world upside 


down are come hither also.” (Acts of the 

Apostles.) Opposition to Christian mission- 
ary effort is nothing new. An account of the labors 
and afflictions of Paul and his co-workers shows very 
clearly the opposition of the Jews for religious rea- 
sons, of business men because their profits were di- 
minished, and of government officials. But in spite 
of all these the influence of the gospel permeated the 
life of the people in all the region round about the 
Mediterranean Sea throughout the “‘circle of lands,”’ 
the then civilized world, and was spreading abroad 
to the regions beyond. ‘The vague hints which are 
our only source of information suggest that the first 
rapid and remarkable spread of the good news de- 
pended largely on unknown individual Christians, 
often fleeing from persecution, each of them an un- 
official, sometimes doubtless almost an unconscious 
missionary” (McFadyen). Armenia was Chris- 
tian before that faith was made the state re- 
ligion of the Roman Empire. North Africa by the 
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beginning of the fourth century had approximately 
two hundred and fifty bishops, which indicates the 
magnitude of the work in that region, and during 
that century this number was multiplied two or three 
times. In the same century Constantine made 
Christianity the official faith of the empire. Mo- 
hammedanism began its militant career early in the 
seventh century from the aggressions of which th 

Christian Church suffered heavy losses. The knowl- 
edge of Christianity possessed by Mohammed indi- 
cates that by the sixth century the gospel was known 
in Arabia, but was completely extirpated by the false 
prophet. That, with the complete uprooting of the 
faith in North Africa which had played so important 
a part in the earlier history of the Church, make up 
one of the saddest stories in the annals of the Chris- 
tian Church. In the fourth century there was bitter 
persecution of the Church in Persia and there are 
evidences that churches had been established in India 
by the sixth century and possibly long before, and 
apparently the faith has survived in that land 
through all the centuries since. “There is some rea- 
son to believe that the form of Buddhism which pre- 
vailed in China, was due to very early Christian in- 
fluence.’ (McFadyen.) Later Jesuit missionaries 
planted the gospel in China and Japan. It is claimed 
that in 1669 there were over three hundred thousand 
baptized Christians in China, though that number 
steadily declined in later times. It is said that there 
were hundreds of thousands of Christians in Japan 
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before the end of the sixteenth century but later by 
means of horrible persecutions Christianity was prac- 
tically exterminated. One reason why Christianity 
so rapidly disappeared from the north and west of 
Africa and perhaps for its extermination from other 
lands was the fact that the Bible had not been trans- 
lated into the language of the inhabitants. Says 
McFadyen (Missionary Idea in Life and Religion): 
“Our confidence that the mission Churches of our 
day will escape the blight of impermanence which 
rested on so many results of the work of an earlier 
day, lies partly in the widely recognized ideal that 
in each nation the Church must be indigenous, self- 
supporting, self-governing, and self-propagating, 
with a trained native clergy conducting the Church 
service in the vernacular and the people reading the 
scriptures in the vernacular. But it lies almost more 
in the knowledge that practically all over the world 
women missionaries are working side by side with 
men, and are laying strong and sure foundations of 
the Christian home, which is the best guarantee of 
the permanence of the Christian faith.’ 


THE REVIVAL IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
QUICKENS MISSIONARY EFFORT 


Protestantism was too busy for a long while attend- 
ing to local affairs and struggling for its very existence 
to give attention to the urge to Foreign Missions. 
Rome had been too busy hunting down heretics to 
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foster very vigorously an expansive movement. Some > 
countries were won in the new world by force, but 
these have never developed a real vital type of 
Christianity nor one that has greatly improved the 
condition of the people. The movement at the end 
of the eighteenth century in which William Carey 
was so conspicuous a figure was the natural outcome 
of a revived Christianity. The Church begins to feel 
the thrill of a new life and the urge of the everlasting 
gospel of love and good will. By the force of mighty 
movements the boundaries of the Church had been 
contracted and the weak struggling churches in many 
lands surrounded by unchristian social conditions, or 
under the fire of bitter persecution, with no aid or 
comfort from the Church in the more Christian lands 
dwindled or died. Some of the ground lost is yet to 
be regained. 

When Carey set out for India, three of the six great 
continents of the world were practically untouched 
by the Christian Church, and very few doors were 
open. The Church was praying for open doors. In 
1800 there were only a very few Christian disciples 
in any of the great Asiatic or African countries, and 
Polynesia was in a state of lowest barbarism. The 
United States occupied the Atlantic Seaboard, and 
men were wondering if the new republic would sur- 
vive. 5,500,000 people made up the entire popula- 
tion, not so many as are now in the one city of New 
York. Protestantism was making headway and a 
potent force in the life of the people, but at best its 
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resources were taxed to the utmost to keep up with 
the ever expanding settlements in the wilderness of 
the west. The continent was yet to be won. The 
stronghold of Protestantism was England and the 
Baltic States. That century witnessed the building 
of powerful Protestant Churches in the New Country 
so that by the end of the century the Churches in 
America were able to excel those in all other Protes- 
tant lands in missionary offerings and effort. While 
much of this strength came from immigration it must 
not be forgotten that the great part of this increase 
was due to a constant and growing Home Mission 
enterprise reinforced and stimulated by the great 
revival which began in 1800, and for a decade and 
more swept thousands into the membership of the 
Churches. The force of that movement insured the 
stability of Christian institutions in the republic and 
gave impetus to all those forces which have made 
America with her untold resources the great base of 
world wide evangelism. During this century Hawaii, 
and many of the greater Pacific Island groups were 
brought under the influence of the gospel and their 
life completely changed by the power that raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead working in and through 
His Church. 

At the opening of that century many individuals 
in England had been mightily affected by the Wes- 
leyan revival but not the whole people. To many of 
the intellectuals like Sydney Smith, people who were 
dead in earnest like Carey, Coke and others were 

83 


NEw TASKS FOR NEw TIMES 


considered as absurd and irrational. The London 
Missionary Society was four years old and had made 
some very small beginnings in the South Seas and 
West Africa, the Baptist Missionary Society was four 
years older and had sent Carey and three others to 
Calcutta where the first convert was soon baptized. 
The Church Missionary Society was twelve months 
old, “but for sixteen mortal years not an English 
clergyman could be found willing to enter the foreign 
field,” and candidates were sought for in Germany. 
It was four years yet before the first Bible Society 
was organized. The American Bible Society was 
founded some years later. As for the rest of the 
Western Hemisphere for some three centuries it had 
all been either Spanish or Portuguese, and the popu- 
lation was still in the forlorn state in which it was 
originally found, except that a thin varnish of Roman 
Christianity had been applied, ‘for no other faith 
was tolerated in the slightest.” Protestantism has 
achieved nothing greater than to win the United 
States of America. 


CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY 


On the continent the horrors of the French revolu- 
tion were fresh in the minds of all. Wars were raging 
while Napoleon deluged those lands with blood. 
Missionary zeal and activity were confined to the 
Moravians, a feeble folk, and to a few godly Lutheran 
pastors. A society had just been formed in the 
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Netherlands, while Portugal, Spain, Italy, and Aus- 
tria were papal, dominated by a spirit of Jesuitism 
and the Inquisition. In Russia, the masses were but 
serfs and in the southeast to the Danube and beyond 
including Greece all were Turkish and Mohammedan. 
Pirates controlled the Mediterranean, making fre- 
quent raids and exacting heavy tolls as a reward for 
good behavior, “reducing all Christian captives to 
intolerable slavery,’’ and for them exacting a high 
price for ransom. 


OTHER CONDITIONS OF THE SAME ERA 


In Africa from Egypt to the Straits of Gibraltar, 
Mohammedanism was supreme in religion and the 
Sultan exercised sovereignty, while all the remainder 
of the continent was an unknown land noted for slave 
stealing and deadly fevers. At the Cape in the ex- 
treme South the Dutch had been in possession for a 
century and a half, but their ambition had been to 
enslave rather than to evangelize. It was yet thirteen 
years before Livingstone was born. So the Dark 
Continent was unknown as a mission field. In the 
words of Dr. Leonard: ‘In 1800 from the whole of 
eastern Asia with its hundreds of millions, Occiden- 
tals were absolutely excluded by pagan rulers, while 
from India, second only to China for the number of 
its inhabitants, all who would make Christ known 
were shut out by the representatives of a Christian 
nation. And further so primitive and rude were 
modes of travel, and consequently so slight was the 
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world’s commerce, that mountains and seas and great 
spaces in general were barriers, next to insuperable, 
reared between Christendom and the ends of the 
earth, where to go, where one would be suffered to 
tarry and toil, and how to make the journey thither, 
were questions exceeding grave. Each people, tongue, 
race, religion, dwelt apart from every other.” 

There was a universal lack of missionary experi- 
ence, perhaps the most serious and damaging of all 
hindrances. Protestantism was characterized over- 
largely by bitter prejudice against Rome, and was far 
too much merely anti-Catholicism. While in foreign 
lands there were weighty problems to be solved such 
as how to allay suspicion and create confidence in the 
messengers of the gospel, how to get attention, how 
to prepare new converts for service, how to develop 
a spirit of giving to support the work, and a spirit of 
evangelism to insure that in the shortest time the 
work would become self-sustaining, self-governing 
and self-propagating. Problems in education as to 
method and content, what forms of philanthropy 
would be most useful and to what extent they could 
be wisely used were all unsolved. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century wom- 
an’s worth and place in the program of evangelism 
was an untried and unknown quantity. Woman’s 
Boards were all in the future, and woman had no 
place in the work except as wife and home maker for 
the missionary. Her presence among savage and 
barbarian people was considered of doubtful propri- 
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ety, and asa rule, she was not permitted to speak or 
perform any sort of active service in the Churches 
of Christian lands. Nothing was done or attempted 
in the way of missionary education for the young 
and no appeal except such as came from the pulpit 
from comparatively few pastors fired with the mis- 
sionary zeal and passion. Such is a brief and very 
incomplete statement of the situation little more than 
one hundred years ago. A casual glance at the con- 
trast to-day is enough to cause one to exclaim: 
“Behold, what God hath wrought!’’ 

In the year 1925 there are in the non-Christian 
lands where Protestant missionary societies are at 
work more than 29,000 missionaries, more than 
50,000 organized churches including places where 
services are held regularly, nearly 4,000,000 com- 
municants, with a baptized constituency of more 
than 6,000,000 and a Christian community of 
8,320,000 including those under instruction, with 
thousands of educational institutions, with millions 
of eager pupils, medical schools, and hospitals, of the 
latter almost one thousand, 361 orphanages, 104 
leper asylums, 47 homes for untainted children of 
lepers, 82 institutions for the blind and deaf and 114 
institutions of varied other work. The growth is at 
an accelerated rate. From 1903 to 1925 the staff of 
foreign missionaries doubled, communicants increased 
threefold, number of elementary schools doubled and 
pupils likewise. More than 200,000 communicants 
were added in 1924. 
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THE WORK AMONG AMERICAN SLAVES 


There has been no more notable achievement as a 
result of missionary effort than the conversion of 
African slaves in America. They came to this land 
ignorant savages, many times from cannibal tribes 
and through the gospel of Christ have had the great- 
est advancement in education and moral progress 
ever witnessed in the history of so many people in so 
short a period of time. Naturally a religious people 
they accepted the Christian faith eagerly, and now 
the great majority of the 11,000,000 are communi- 
cants of some Church, while individuals rank among 
the highest as educators, scientists, poets, musicians, 
and artists, and are making a fine contribution to the 
life of America and of the world. 


THE Kincpom CoMETH NOT WITH OBSERVATION 


These figures do not represent all the real perma- 
nent achievements but serve to show that the labor 
of the century has not been barren in results of this 
sort. It is not by numbers nor by material means 
alone or chiefly that the Kingdom of God is to be 
set up among the nations. The spirit and the life 
are the important factors working for the regenera- 
tion of the world. As Christians learn to exemplify 
more and more the love of Christ for all men Chris- 
tianity will more and more prevail. The mightiest 
forces operating for the spread of the gospel are not 
seen, but lie within the hearts of true believers. “The 
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Kingdom of God cometh not with observation.”’ The 
leaven works all unseen. It is not possible to measure 
the achievements of Christian missions unless we 
could measure the strength of love and good will 
among men. But there are certain works which in- 
dicate a better preparation for the task, a growing 
interest in it, and a power at work which is casting 
out the old leaven of hypocrisy, superstition and fear, 
and marking the trail which leads to the dawn of a 
better day, a day of righteousness and peace. 


ACHIEVEMENT OF EXPERIENCE AND ORGANIZATION 


The accumulated experience of more than a cen- 
tury is not insignificant. The organization needed, 
method of approach and means to be used are more 
and more clearly revealed. ‘We rise on stepping 
stones of our dead selves to higher things.”” Mistakes 
made because of inexperience are being and will be 
corrected. Others will be committed because of hu- 
man limitations and frailties. But there is no prob- 
lem which the grace of God and love of Christ will 
not help devoted men and women to solve. 

The future is full of hope and promise for a better 
world if the Church is awake to her opportunity. 
Among the many signal achievements consider the 
following: 


IMPORTANT CENTERS OCCUPIED IN MOST COUNTRIES 


1. Strategic and important centers have been oc- 
cupied in practically every nation. Building and 
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equipment have been provided for use which testify 
silently that Christianity has come to stay and has 
found a home and dwelling place. This is of primary 
importance in any great movement. It is to gaina 
place of strategic importance that many wars are 
fought, and armies are maneuvered by their leaders 
for this purpose. Much of the controversy arising 
between nations centers around the desire to gain 
some advantage. There are now in the largest cities 
and most important centers of population in China, 
Japan, Korea, India, Africa, Burma, Turkey, and 
the Pacific Islands, and many other countries mission- 
ary plants well established and some of long standing 
and favorably known which have become a real part 
of the country’s life. From these centers workers go 
out into wide areas and are able to carry on the work 
of the gospel without opposition, and with the sym- 
pathetic hearing of great multitudes of people. The 
missionary is accorded a welcome and every liberty 
in the prosecution of his work. The invitations from 
towns and districts are often far beyond his power 
to accept. In many, many places the number of 
earnest inquirers is far greater than the missionary 
and his trained staff of workers can possibly reach 
and instruct in the gospel. These plants are equipped 
for every sort of Christian ministry to the bodies and 
the souls of men and have become so indigenous, as 
that the people do not think of them as missionary 
institutions, but as belonging to the native Christian 
community, and for the use and comfort of all. The 
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existence of these and the influence going out from 
them have given rise to many others of like charac- 
ter and usefulness built and supported by native > 
Christians. 


NATIVE CHURCHES ORGANIZED REINFORCE 
THE WORK OF THE MISSIONARY 


2. Native Churches have been organized and a 
native ministry trained for the work of evangeliza- 
tion. It is said by Dr. Speer that if all missionaries 
should be withdrawn from Japan and Korea, so 
strong is the Church in those countries that it is 
believed Christianity would survive. Not that mis- 
sionaries are not needed. The native Christians of 
those countries are most urgent in their appeals to 
the Church in the more Christian lands to send 
helpers. The impact of heathenism is so mighty and 
constant as that without this help there is danger 
that the Christianity of these lands would be ad- 
versely affected thereby and adulterated or weakened 
in consequence. It is well to remember that the 
Church has not yet recovered from the paganizing 
influences which crept into it affecting its life in the 
early days in Egypt, North Africa, and the Roman 
Empire, and that all the effects of that influence have 
not yet been purged out, but are manifest in many 
forms, garbs, and practices to-day. But there is a 
native Church and more and more it grows strong 
for its work of evangelization and succeeds, giving 
promise of greater achievements in the future. Every 
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missionary who goes out in this day is mightily rein- 
forced in all his work by the great and growing army 
of native Christians, who co-operate with him in every 
good work. How different from the days of Carey, 
Judson, and Morrison, who must wait in the midst 
of hostile surroundings for their first convert as the 
first fruits of their gospel. 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS BUILT AND 
SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION ESTABLISHED 


8. Educational institutions well filled with eager, 
earnest students have been founded for the training 
of men and women in the teaching and practice of 
the life of Jesus. ‘This is conspicuously true of 
China, Siam, India, Persia, Turkey, Korea, Japan, 
and Africa.’’ One generation of missionaries had the 
task, no easy one, of convincing the natives of these 
lands of the value of education, and another to induce 
them to be willing to build and support their own 
schools. Alexander Duff on reaching India was soon 
convinced that the Christian Church can never be 
permanently established among a people living in 
dense ignorance. He found that it was not possible 
to preach effectively the gospel to a people before 
enlightening their minds, so as to enable them to 
appreciate the meaning of gospel truth. The work 
of missionaries is changing the educational system 
of many countries. The Church was first to build 
and equip schools in America, and the whole educa- 
tional system of the United States has been inspired 

92 


SoME ACHIEVEMENTS OF MISSIONS 


by and developed through the work of faithful men 
who laid this sure foundation for this republic in an 
intelligent people. The first colleges were built that 
there might be an educated ministry, the only hope 
for security to all the institutions of a free people. 
The work of missionary schools is awakening the 
people in many non-Christian lands to the needs of 
a modern system of education and they too are build- 
ing upon this foundation a structure which is chang- 
ing their whole social and political order as in China, 
where the fruit of this labor is being realized in a 
mighty revolution, lead by men trained through the 
agency of missionary schools and those which were 
produced by them. Whatever is the outcome mis- 
sionary effort and the appreciation awakened thereby 
of the worth of the individual and his right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness have produced 
the revolution and ultimately, if not soon, it must 
turn out to the furtherance of the gospel. The first 
schools for the education of women in practically all 
these countries were mission schools which are fitting 
woman for her rightful place in society as the ‘‘com- 
panion and partner of man the last and noblest of all 
God’s creatures.”’ The zeal for modern learning is 
manifest by the thousands of young men and women 
from Oriental countries who are studying in the great 
institutions of America and Europe. There is no 
turning back. 
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A CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FOR NATIONAL 
CHRISTIANS CREATED 


4, A Christian literature is being created and 
growing in circulation in all nations. This was a 
tremendous undertaking. Many times the mission- 
ary has been compelled to invent a system of writing 
after mastering the language and translate and print 
literature for circulation among a people prepared to 
read and understand it through the schools he 
founded. Says Dr. Barton (The Missionary and His 
Critics), “There was either no vernacular literature 
in any form, or none that was modern in its content 
and character, until the missionaries created it 
through the Bible translated, and school books and 
other publications. The Bible through not a few of 
those earlier translations, has done perhaps even more 
for the purification of the native spoken language and 
its preservation and unification than Luther’s Bible 
did for the German tongue, and our King James 
Version for the English. Through these efforts, there 
are to-day no people of great numbers who do not 
possess the beginnings, at least, of a modern vernac- 
ular literature, and in some countries, like Japan, the 
people themselves have caught the spirit of the age 
and are abundantly sustaining the work. The annual 
output of the brains and presses of the mission field 
to-day in the vernacular of the peoples among whom 
the work is carried on amounts to more than one 
million pages a day.”’ The importance of this is hard 

94 


SoME ACHIEVEMENTS OF MISSIONS 


to realize. In Japan, for instance, not less than five 
of the great dailies are edited by Christian men and 
leading editorials on Christian themes are constantly 
found in their columns. Special articles find their 
way into non-Christian publications, and Christian 
stories are published and sold in the open market. 
Such an output is found in the literature of all people 
and is read by multitudes who would scorn to listen 
to the sermon of a Christian preacher and is a silent 
but potent influence, “undemonstrative but far- 
- reaching, fundamental and permanent.”’ 


A TRAINED CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP PREPARED 


5. A trained Christian leadership is found in many 
lands and rapidly appearing in all. The evangeliza- 
tion of a people must be achieved at last by the work 
of nationals preaching to their own people. It is the 
prime work of the missionary to train and make 
ready that leadership. At first the missionary was 
the man of all work, to-day foreigners are but a 
fractional part of the working force on any field. 
The pastors of churches, the evangelists, Bible 
women, social workers, the growing majority of teach- 
ersin schools, the greater number of those bringing out 
a literature in the native tongue, are trained natives 
who are showing their ability to do this work, demon- 
strating their capacity for it, and more and more 
showing their zeal and intelligence in its accomplish- 
ment. This is transforming foreign missions into a 
Home Mission al tie They must increase, we 
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must decrease. The chief work of the foreign mission- 
ary is to raise up an intelligent, trained, capable, 
virile leadership and then intrust the direction of 
and responsibility for the work to his hands, until 
the Church is led and governed by nationals and 
the work carried on by them with the missionary co- 
operating and aiding by his request. Already the 
Churches in some countries are national organiza- 
tions, governed and directed by natives, while other 
countries are rapidly moving in the same direction. 
Such movements need encouragement and wise 
counsel until their ends are achieved. Committees 
on Nationalism are being set up to study these move- 
ments and help to work out ways and means through 
the representatives of Mission Boards and nationals 
sitting in Council together and bringing into form 
policies to be adopted and put into use. This opens 
the way for the occupation of new fields and the 
expansion of the work into unoccupied regions. 


THE CHANGED AND IMPROVED STATUS 
OF WOMANHOOD 


6. Christian missions have wrought very largely 
arevolution in the status of womanhood in all Oriental 
countries. Once she was regarded as the servant or 
slave of man, possessing no soul, incapable and un- 
worthy of education, unwelcomed at birth, and des- 
tined to a life of seclusion and drudgery. Her hus- 
band was selected for her, and her mother-in-law was 
her ruler next to her husband and lord. We find now 
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in every country mission schools filled with girls, and 
also native schools for women. The education of 
women has not kept pace with that given to boys in 
these lands, yet the horizon of woman has grown 
larger and the sphere of her usefulness is ever increas- 
ing. In Japan women lead in the work of the Red 
Cross and in national organizations for the protection 
of the purity of the home. In India the women have 
formed bands to better the condition of child widows, 
China has abolished the painful, crippling practice 
of foot binding, and in Turkey cultivated, trained 
women are working revolution in the social life of 
the country. ‘‘The pure, refined, Christian home, 
the women occupying positions of leadership in na- 
tive society, an extended and almost world-wide 
movement for the general education of girls, and the 
completed women’s organizations which are already 
producing reform of the social life of all mission 
countries, demonstrate the operation of an estab- 
lished force for the social regeneration of the Orient.”’ 
Christianity exalts womanhood from a place of ser- 
vility and drab monotony to one of power for good 
in all human affairs. 


MEDICAL MISSIONS ESTABLISHED WITH SCHOOLS 
FOR TRAINING NATIVE DOCTORS 


7. Christian philanthropy has kept pace with the 
agencies of evangelism. The science of medicine is 
being practiced and taught by medical missionaries 
in every land. Hospitals have been built for the 
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treatment of disease and natives are being trained to 
be nurses and physicians. It is difficult to compute 
the value of these institutions among peoples ignorant 
of the cause and cure of diseases. The death rate in 
many lands is appalling to say nothing of the eco- 
nomic loss caused by preventable disease. One tenth 
of the inhabitants of some of these lands are con- 
stantly sick, and infantile mortality is so great that 
one out of every four children born dies before passing 
the first year of life. The care of the sick and elimina- 
tion of disease surely is not the first and chief work 
of the missionary, but such work often opens the way 
for the entrance of those spiritual truths which help 
to make the ‘‘whole man sound,” and prepares the 
people for the enjoyment of a fuller life. Other great 
philanthropic institutions caring for orphans, those 
afflicted with contagion, and the mentally defective 
demonstrate that Christianity is concerned for the 
whole life of man, and has a contribution to make 
for its betterment. People are blessed by these in- 
stitutions and in building them the Church is follow- 
ing the example of the Great Physician and Teacher 
of men. Through their agency a vast multitude is 
learning to understand Him and His gospel better 
and being drawn unto Him and coming to know Him 
in the fullness of His saving power and grace. 


THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL DEMONSTRATED 
THROUGH MISSIONS 


8. Foreign Missions have demonstrated the power 
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of the gospel to all men. Protestant missionaries 
have gone into all the world without adequate sup- 
port or armed forces to procure an entrance for them 
or to protect them after reaching their destination. 
They have not by violent methods forced themselves 
or their message upon an unwilling people, nor have 
they appealed to armed force to maintain them or 
their work once they have entered. They have been 
poor so far as earthly possessions count, many times 
not able to meet the immediate demands of their 
work. They have suffered hunger, and cold, and 
thirst, even the loss of all things for His sake who 
hath called them. A little handful at most they have 
been in the midst of multitudes, sometimes stub- 
bornly arrayed against them, and have been brought 
face to face with disease, squalor and death as well 
as the deepest prejudices and wildest superstitions. 
They have won their way, in spite of indifference, 
and at times violent and bloody persecution, gaining 
in the confidence and esteem of the people until great 
Christian institutions have been builded, the religious 
ideas and prejudices of the people mightily changed 
and the foundation well laid for the formation of a 
new order. The ideas of the Christian religion have 
so entered into the life of Orientals as that the natives 
compare their religions with its standards and strive 
to find in them similar lofty ideals and thus pay 
tribute to the fact that His teaching and religion are 
the pattern and example for all, the one faith that 
satisfies man’s moral nature. The cults show a grow- 
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ing disposition to imitate its services and philan- 
thropies, Christian songs are translated and adapted. 
Young Men’s and Young Women’s Associations, and 
charitable institutions all of which show the mighty 
appeal the Church of Christ and the ministry to men 
it carries on are making to the heart, life and con- 
science of men of every land and of every faith. “The 
Foreign Missionary movement has demonstrated it- 
self to be the most important movement of the age, 
producing the largest and most permanent results 
from the minimum expenditure of money and life.” 
The grandest achievement of all is the enlistment of 
a great army of the best men and women, in the 
sublimest enterprise of the ages the conversion of the 
word. 


IN THE HomME LANDS SOCIETIES ORGANIZED, 
MEANS DEVELOPED, EXPERIENCE GAINED 


9. In the home land the strengthening of the 
Church and all the forces for righteousness and jus- 
tice between man and man has gone steadily on. 
Great organizations and societies have been brought 
into being for the intelligent direction of the move- 
ment so that it may be carried on most effectively 
and with the minimum of friction and lost effort. 
Denominations are learning to co-operate in the work 
of the Kingdom and are setting up representative 
agencies to aid in making this effective. Methods 
of education are ever more put into practice that the 
entire constituency may have full knowledge of the 
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work, methods adopted for the enlistment and proper 
training of recruits that they may be thoroughly 
furnished for their task; and by no means last the 
womanhood of the Church has been organized and 
has become the most efficient and potent agency in 
the education of the home Church, the gathering of 
funds and materials for the prosecution of the work, 
and for all that pertains to occupying and evangeliz- 
ing the world and setting up the Kingdom of God. 


Forces MADE READY FOR GREAT ADVANCE 

The forces are made ready and the signs are pro- 
pitious for the greatest advance of the Christian 
religion the world has ever witnessed. It is no time 
to think of retrenchment or retreat. Doors are open 
wide, opportunities promising, great victories are 
calling everywhere. The agencies are organized and 
made ready. Will the Church provide the means 
needed for the greatest advance of all the centuries? 


SUGGESTED HELPS FOR STUDY 


Aim—To show the real progress of modern missions 
(a) by contrast with world conditions in 1800 and 
now, (b) by considering the advancement made in 
the work. 

Scripture Reading—Acts 15:1-12. 

Prayer—Thanksgiving for what has been gained 
and prayer for courage to continue. 


Questions for Study and Discussion. 


1. Give a brief review of the spread of Christianity 
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during the first century and compare the ob- 
stacles of those early days with those en- 
countered at the present time. 

How is the loss of territory once occupied by 
Christianity to be accounted for? 

Why was the Protestant Church slow to under- 
take the Foreign Missionary enterprise? 

Compare the status of the Christian Church at 
the time Carey went to India with that of one 
hundred and thirty years later. 3 

When did the great missionary organizations 
take their rise, and what are some of them? 

What were some of the problems confronting the 
Church when it began organized missionary 
work? 

What are some outstanding achievements since 
the year 1800? 

What advantages are to be gained by planting 
the gospel in strategic centers? 

Discuss the advantages gained and the diffi- 
culties to be guarded against in the develop- 
ment of a trained leadership for the native 
Church. 


. What have been the results from carrying out 


the command of Jesus: ‘“‘Go teach’’? 


. What are the difficulties in providing Christian 


literature for the native Christians, and what 
has been accomplished in this field of endeavor? 


. What has been the far-reaching effect of the 


philanthropic and humane enterprises of 
missionaries? 
How have the achievements of missions reacted 
upon the Church at home? 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


THE WORK IS NOT FINISHED 
A CHALLENGING HomME MISSION PROGRAM 


HE work of Christian missions is hardly 

begun. The growth of interest in the cause 

and of devotion to it as expressed in offerings 

has been a steady progress, but by very slow moving 

processes. The task yet to be done by the Church 

in America is staggering by the very immensity of it. 

Here is a Home Mission Program proposed by Dr. 
Jay Stowell: 


1. Every family in America cared for by some 
church. 

2. Every boy and girl in America enrolled and 
attending some Sunday School. 

3. Every church in America with an adequate and 
well trained staff and a well considered pro- 
gram of worship, Religious Nurture, and 
Community Ministry. 

It sounds simple and reasonable. But how far 
short we come! Where is a community that has 
realized even one item of the goal set? Yet some- 
how it must be realized to some degree before Jesus 
Christ is recognized in America as Lord. It is not 
the business of the Church to dictate or control civic 
matters and policies either national or international, 
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but it is the task of the Church to produce, by the 
help of the spirit of God, a citizenship which by its 
very character will on every occasion react in accord- 
ance with the spirit and teaching of Jesus toward 
every question, and that in all its contacts will honor 
Him. Alas, how unchristian are many elections to 
office, and what unchristian means are used, some- 
times by men who hold membership in the Church 
to gain their ends! Once men excused themselves by 
the use of such terms as secular and sacred. They 
were devout in sacred matters, but in secular affairs 
there could be no sin. The nation has advanced 
beyond that in theory at least, but as is often the 
case, practice is slow in catching up. The largest 
field in America to be cultivated, is in the realm of 
the Spirit. Are we boastful and proud? There are 
very many things to give us pleasure. This is a land 
of opportunity and privilege. The humblest Ameri- 
can has greater opportunities and a better chance, 
than many aristocrats of the old world. But there 
is enough of evil left to bring humility of spirit. 
Multitudes of our citizens are denied the full advan- 
tage of life, which classes of people claim for them- 
selves. Does the laborer always have an equal chance 
with capital? Is every citizen assured of equal jus- 
tice before the law? Are opportunities for education 
and self-improvement open alike to the child of every 
man? In the realm of economic privilege do we 
accord to all races a square deal? Why are oppor- 
tunities for service closed to some? Jesus said: “Ye 
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know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise do- 
minion over them, and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them. But it shall not be so among 
you; but whosoever will be great among you let him 
be your minister, and whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant, even as the son of man 
came not to be ministered unto but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” Are we not too 
willing to sacrifice the comfort, happiness, and safety 
of the less fortunate, that we may live in luxury and 
ease? We are ready to compel others to minister to 
us, but are we just as ready to minister to all their 
needs? Jesus humbled himself in order to save all 
men. The same spirit of humility will give to His 
Church power and glory in America. 


RACIAL ANTAGONISM HINDERS AMERICAN 
MISSIONARIES 


The attitude of Americans to other races is spoken 
of throughout the world to the disparagement of our 
religious professions. The work of every missionary 
is retarded when black men are lynched in the United 
States. The hauteur of travellers from this country 
and their treatment of servants in other lands hinders 
the progress of the gospel. Three solutions for the 
race problem are put forward: 1. Control by au- 
thority from above. Certain writers are loudly ad- 
vocating this method and would put the white races 
in the position of masters. Such a solution means 
the extermination of one or the other. Men made 
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in the image of God, endowed with the hope of im- 
mortality will not submit to control. The effort has 
shed rivers of human blood. That method is con- 
trary to every precept of the gospel and sets at naught 
the redeeming work of Christ, who came that we 
might know the truth and that the truth might make 
us free. 2. Miscegenation is put forward as another 
method of solution. At present that is unthinkable 
and impractical. Many biologists after long and 
careful research have concluded that a mixture of 
racial blood with that of other races, unless both are 
closely related or of similar racial characteristics is 
hurtful, and certainly a religion whose very founda- 
tion stone is righteousness would never require what 
is deleterious or hurtful to any human being. Hope 
does not lie in that direction. 3. The third method 
for solving the problem is Christian co-operation. 
That is practical and possible. There is a school in 
the State of Georgia, in the city of Augusta, which 
for forty years has been conducted by trustees of two 
races working together and by a faculty of members 
from both races teaching the youth, and in all the 
years nothing has happened to embarrass or humili- 
ate either race. In the South for more than fifty 
years two Churches of different races have worked 
in co-operation with the same results, the stronger 
helping the weaker, but refusing to interfere or lord 
it over the weaker Church. The relations have been 
always amicable, friendly, brotherly, and helpful to 
both. For whatever contributes to the welfare of one 
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race contributes to the welfare of all, and that which 
is hurtful to one injures both. The well being of all 
depends on the well being of the humblest man. In 
this way the problem can be, is being, solved by the 
practice of the golden rule. It needs to be used more 
effectively and with more genuine devotion and liber- 
ality by the race occupying the place of larger privi- 
lege and opportunity, to the end that every man may 
be able to attain unto the highest and best for which 
he has ability. 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONSHIPS A BARRIER 
TO AMERICAN MISSIONS 


In industry relationships between employer and 
employee are by no meansideal or perfect. The prod- 
uce of the mill is not equitably distributed. Men 
are too much disposed to claim the advantage which 
possession gives to profit by the toil of those whose 
labor helps to produce the wealth. If the principles 
of Jesus controlled our industrial life, men would not 
have been left to die from cold in hospitals for the 
reason that fuel could not be had in a land of plenty 
while a strike in the coal industry dragged its weary 
length along and the captains engaged in fruitless 
discussion with laborers, each perhaps making unjust 
and unreasonable demands of the other. Surely there 
is a better way and men who love Jesus Christ in 
sincerity can find it. Paternalism, another method 
of control, deprives too many of our people of their 
inherent rights of self-development and improvement 
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economically, intellectually, and spiritually. Here 
again the less fortunate is deprived of an equal chance 
for attainment to say nothing of justice, and right. 
The Church has a ministry to those who become the 
captains of industry and to those who work for them. 
Improvement here will give power and influence to 
every missionary sent forth into the uttermost parts 
of the earth. A frequent question which the mission- 
ary meets in every land is: What has Christianity 
done for American industry? Our conduct is weighed 
by the teaching of Jesus and the appeal of the mis- 
sionary whose life may be above reproach is nullified 
by the unchristian practices of men in the home land. 


CHRISTIANITY AND WAR 


The Orient cannot forget that the great World 
War was waged by nations called Christian. They 
ask, ‘‘What has Christianity done for you that our 
religion has not done for us?”’ They say, ““You have 
the mightiest weapons of destruction and most power- 
ful engines of cruelty. Life is not held in esteem by 
your people when aught interferes with the enforce- 
ment of your selfish will. You cut each other’s 
throats, what would you do for us?” A citizenship 
must be trained through the gospel with a will to 
end war by the removal of those things which cause 
it with all the devastations which follow. When the 
American Government returned to China, for the ed- 
ucation of its youth, the share coming from the 
indemnities exacted by the nations incident to the 
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‘Boxer’ uprising, Li Hung Chang said: ‘This is 
the first time the golden rule of Confucius and of 
Christ has been practiced in the relations of one 
nation to another.” That condition cannot be real- 
ized which will make this the common practice of 
nations in their dealing with each other until the 
citizens are so filled with the spirit and mind of Jesus 
as that naturally and normally they will show such 
a reaction toward every international question. If 
that spirit prevailed in the thought of those who rule 
America, the Mexican and Nicaraguan questions and 
those that concern us in the Far East would be easily 
adjusted. Christian nations must learn how to settle 
all disputes according to the principles of justice and 
human brotherhood. The Church must somehow 
train the men of this nation to the practice of this 
holy law. 


CRIME AND CORRECTIVES FOR ITS CURE 


Not yet has a solution been found for remedying 
the outbreak of crime, nor for the correction and. 
control of criminals. The crimes committed in this 
nation are observed by all the world with horror. 
Every means adopted to improve conditions will re- 
inforce the gospel message in all the world. The 
wasteful prodigality of Americans does not comport 
with the Christian teaching in regard to the use of 
the property. The extravagance of many travellers 
from America causes comment all over the world not 
favorable to the religion professed by Americans. It 
does not speak of humility, reverence or brotherhood. 
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PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP NEEDED 


The message of Christian stewardship must be 
translated into the practice of Christian people. Our 
possessions are the Lord’s and must be used for His 
glory and the welfare of His world. A tithe of the 
waste, a tithe of the expenditure for what is called 
national security if used for the dissemination of the 
gospel of Christ would speedily remake this nation 
and the other nations of the world and be the greatest 
possible contribution to lasting peace among all 
people. 


THE CHURCH MUST BE MADE MORE CHRISTIAN 


The American Church needs revitalizing with the 
life of Jesus, so that the Church itself will be more 
Christian in all that pertains to its government and 
work. Is it not true that in the very life of this great 
institution too much of human selfishness is ex- 
hibited? Is it any wonder that Jesus sweat blood in 
the agony of the garden, when he is brought face to 
face with the struggle for place and preferment by 
the little company to whom must be committed the 
direction and ministry of the visible Church? Is 
there not too much of the same human qualities 
manifest in all the affairs of this institution still? 
Do not such exhibitions cause grief to His heart? 
Yet on such men He depends for the furtherance of 
His Kingdom among men. ‘What shall we have 
therefore’ is too often the spirit of men and denomi- 
nations. The Church must somehow be made more 
Christian. 
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HUMAN PERSONALITY AN UNOCCUPIED FIELD 


The greatest of all unoccupied fields is in the realm 
of human personality and relations. What is needed 
is not so much more men and women as more man 
and woman. It is not important how much money 
a man has, the thing that really counts is how much 
man the money has. It is not quantity so much as 
quality. Gideon’s little band, purged from cowards, 
and indifferent, is more potent for the conquest than 
thegreat number. “It is not by might nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’’ Both at 
home and abroad the supreme call is for men and 
women like Him. “He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also, and greater works 
than these shall he do,’’ is still the challenge of Jesus 
which opens this the greatest of all the unoccupied 
fields. 


LARGE UNOCCUPIED REGIONS AND LARGER 
Not ADEQUATELY OCCUPIED 


In all the world there are yet large regions to 
be occupied and still greater to be more adequately 
occupied before it can truly be said that Christianity 
is really planted in every nation. A very few great 
cities and centers have strong self-supporting and 
self-propagating Churches, but there remain a vastly 
greater number where the work has “‘been like chip- 
ping granite or writing on water.”’ Japan has been 
as fully and efficiently ministered unto as any of the 
Oriental countries and is most under the influence of 
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Christianity, but this is what Mr. Ebina a native 
Christian and independent leader says, speaking in 
answer to those who say the time has come to dis- 
pense with Foreign Missions to that people: “Japan 
has begun to drift, whither is she drifting? How 
shall we interpret the signs of the times? I firmly 
believe that Japan’s real regeneration depends en- 
tirely on the united efforts of Christians especially 
the Christians of Japan, America and Great Britain. 
If Christians lose Japan, it will be an irreparable loss 
to Christendom. Here in Japan we have a small but 
powerful nation, similar to the ancient Greek, or 
Jewish nations. She will be converted in half a 
century, if we are fully prepared to meet her need. 
If we understood rightly the real need and situation 
in Japan, we would not hesitate to advocate a four- 
fold increase of missionary forces—forces sufficient to 
make short work of the evangelization of Japan. 
Then Japan as a converted nation would herself 
become the vanguard of missionary forces on the 
Asiatic continent.”’ 


CHANGES REVEAL NEEDS MorE CLEARLY 


We rejoice in every movement in China and other 
Oriental lands looking to the transfer of educational 
and evangelizing agencies to the nationals, and should 
be ready to turn over all this work to native Churches 
as fast as they are ready to take them over. But the 
Christo Somaj of India for example complains that 
it has not been able to measure up to the work which 
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the Christian missions wished to commit to it. The 
remedy therefore is not the withdrawal of the foreign 
missionaries. The need of them is only revealed more 
clearly and also the difficulty of their task. 


“THERE REMAINETH YET VERY MUCH 
LAND TO BE POSSESSED”’ 


That a marvelous development has taken place 
since 1793 when Carey set forth to the east there can 
be no doubt. Millions have turned from the worship 
of idols to the living God. Probably a larger number 
have been won in the non-Christian lands than were 
reached in the first three centuries of the Christian 
era, and the extent of the territory occupied, the 
portion of the earth’s surface in which the gospel has 
been preached for the first time vastly exceeds all 
that had been reached from that date back to Pente- 
cost. Barriers have been removed and doors opened 
all over the world. But there is another aspect far 
less flattering and far more serious. This relates to 
what has not yet been accomplished, what remains 
to be done. When Joshua had led the tribes into the 
promised Canaan, after the victories at Jericho, Ai 
and Beth-horon the situation was summed up in 
these significant words: ‘‘And there remaineth yet 
very much land to be possessed.” This is the supreme 
fact which faces the Christian Church now, and will 
be for years to come. The undertaking has been 
finished at no point and in no particular, the cam- 
paign is only well launched. The main success which 
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will bring about the beginning of the end is in the 
unseen future. 


CHALLENGING TASKS 


China is reckoned as one of the oldest and most 
difficult of the nations that resist the efforts of 
Christian missions. Its civilization is highly devel- 
oped and its existenceruns back into the millenniums 
of past history. China has shown, because of its 
conservatism, the greatest resistance to all change. 
Not until 1860 was it possible to penetrate into the 
vast interior. After a little more than one generation 
the leaven is working. Change has begun, China is 
moving, but whither? Just enough has been accom- 
plished to show what great results are attainable. 
Nearly half a million communicants are in the Prot- 
estant Churches with a constituency of about three 
quarters of a million in a land which has one fourth 
of all the people in the world, one nominal Christian 
among a thousand of people. Vast multitudes have 
not so much as heard of Christ and have never so 
much as seen a Christian missionary or preacher. 
The vast reaches of Mongolia, Chinese Turkestan 
and Beluchistan are almost untouched while Tibet 
has resisted all efforts of those seeking entrance. 
Faithful men have given up their lives in the vain 
effort and the border has been temporarily crossed 
by some daring spirit filled with zeal for Christ. 
Afghanistan is another unyielding stronghold which 
still keeps the door shut. The Sudan and much of 
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central East Africa may be classed among the neg- 
lected fields, where the dominion of Islam holds sway 
or the people are sunk in the most abject ignorance 
and superstition, without hope and without God. 
The prophet of Arabia has not less than 200,000,000 
followers; of these fifty million are found in India, 
and an equal number in northern and central Africa, 
30,000,000 in China, 15,000,000 in the Malay Penin- 
sula and Archipelago, 28,000,000 in Turkey including 
Arabia, and 9,000,000 in Persia. Almost one seventh 
of the earth’s inhabitants represent one of the most 
difficult and disheartening tasks which confront the 
evangelist of the Christian gospel. And up to this 
time it cannot be said that any progress has been 
made toward the conversion of these people, except 
that a few hundred have been converted in India, a 
few thousand in the Dutch East Indies, while the 
Bible has been translated into Arabic and is being 
widely circulated, and some schools and missionaries 
represent the Church of Christ in European Turkey, 
and eastward toward the Euphrates, in Syria, in 
Palestine, and in Persia, while on the outskirts of 
Arabia Christendom is represented by some half 
dozen or more of European American and native 
Christians. Yet in all these regions next to no work 
is being directed to the redemption of those of Moslem 
faith. The death penalty for apostasy from Islam 
has been abolished in Turkey, nevertheless any one 
who forsakes Mohammed for Christ takes his life in 
his hands. ‘‘So that practically, there are no missions 
hy 
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to Mohammedans, and from Tibet in Central Asia, 
to the Mediterranean, and the Balkans, the begin- 
nings of the gospel among the dominant races are 
still to be made, what believing and ardent soul does 
not cry, Oh, Lord, how long? And who can deny 
that as touching this more than one-eighth of the 
family of man yet very much land remaineth to be 
possessed.’’ (Leonard) 


OTHER TASKS THAT CHALLENGE 


Nor is the picture much better in the islands of the 
sea. Remarkable things have happened there. The 
story of John G. Paton and the New Hebrides is well 
known, and of Williams on the island of Eromanga, 
of the turning of these people and the inhabitants of 
the Fiji group, the Society Islands and of Hawaii and 
New Zealand. The people have been lifted from the 
lowest depths of barbarism and even of beastliness 
“to decency and an orderly life, to a fair degree of 
intelligence, to character and life truly Christian, so 
that by the ten thousand they have honored their 
profession of Godliness.’’ Behold what a miracle 
God hath wrought! Even the head hunters, the 
Dyaks, of Borneo, have learned to respect human life 
as sacred. But there are only 300,000 nominal 
Christians in the entire Archipelago of Malaysia 
with 31,000,000 of people, while in Java with 24,000,- 
000 of these not much if anything has been accom- 
plished. 
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AMERICAN FIELDS NOT YET OCCUPIED 


Turning to lands nominally Christian and viewing 
the papal lands from southern California to the 
Magellan Straits there is found a population of ap- 
proximately fifty millions, composed of Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Indians with the blood of these 
joined in every degree of mixture. The census of 
Mexico classifies seven different types of pure Cas- 
tilian, Indian, Negro, mixed Castilian and Indian, 
mixed Castilian and Negro or mulatto, mixed Indian 
and Negro, and mixtures of these mixtures. In some 
of the republics Protestants are forbidden to teach 
or worship publicly. Themoralsand religion are very 
low for Roman countries. In Ecuador intolerance 
is worse than in the Orient, China, Korea or Turkey 
and equalled only by Tibet or Afghanistan. To be 
a Protestant and let it be known is to be a malefactor 
worthy of fines, imprisonment or expulsion. From 
Mexico to Patagonia not 100,000 Protestants are to 
be found, while in the interior regions of South 
America are unknown millions sunk in the lowest 
depths of paganism for whose enlightenment almost 
nothing has been done. Surely ‘‘there remaineth yet 
very much land to be possessed.” 


CONDITIONS IN A FEW CITIES NOT CHARACTERISTIC 

It is true that new conditions prevail in many lands 

and that change has been wrought in all the world, 

but one must not judge as to the completion of the 

task by a visit to Shanghai or Tokio. When a survey 
119 


NEw TASKS FOR NEW TIMES 


is made of the interior long journeys may still be 
made without seeing a single mission station or meet- 
ing a single Christian. The world is not to be evan- 
gelized by a mere revision of formulas nor changes 
in terminology; there is work, real work yet to be 
done, and on a colossal scale. Much has been done 
in spots but vast areas are yet to be reached and 
cultivated. 


EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS UNSOLVED 


Progress has been made in education, but the vast 
multitudes are not even yet under instruction. Edu- 
cational systems are in process of being inaugurated 
for many people, while yet the great number of men 
are unable to read or write their mother tongue. 
This great work is not to be achieved by the natives 
without aid or guidance. There is need certainly for 
Christian education in the home land, but we are 
putting a million dollars into the endowment and 
equipment of schools in America when we are not 
putting a thousand into the Christian schools and 
colleges needed in the foreign field. It is true that 
we may not have the same duty toward schools in 
China as in America, but the duty is far greater in 
every foreign field than is the response. The Chris- 
tian colleges and universities of foreign lands are 
struggling for life, while we invest more in one college 
chapel than two universities in China have re- 
ceived for their entire equipment. The Argentine is 
one of the most intelligent and advanced countries 
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of South America, yet it has half a million in school, 
while New York State of about the same population 
has 1,500,000. Its illiteracy is fifty percent while 
that of New York is five percent. In many lands 
conditions are vastly worse. We are responsible for 
establishing in all these countries strong intelligent 
native Churches through whom, with the aid of what- 
ever help we can give them all their people may be 
evangelized. This has as yet not been done. Such 
Churches do exist in the United States, but they do 
not exist in any non-Christian land. As long as such 
a condition exists foreign missions is a necessary 
enterprise of the Church. 


THE FIELD OF PHYSICAL SUFFERING 


The field of physical suffering of humanity is still 
an unoccupied field. Again it is not the duty of the 
Foreign Missionary to care for all the physical ills 
in the lands where they minister, but it is for them 
to begin in each Jand measures of relief, which have 
ever been a fruit of the gospel, that will grow and be 
carried on by other hands. Other agencies in many 
countries, both governmental and private, are now 
set to work in this field, but it was the missionary 
who started it and there is still unfinished work for 
him to do. In Persia with 9,000,000 people outside 
of Teheran and Tabriz there are not fifteen physicians. 
In all Korea at the time of its annexation to Japan 
there were three dozen doctors for twelve million 
people, three to a million; it is better now. But in 
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China there are only fifteen hundred physicians for 
four hundred millions, and these are in just a few 
cities. Over against this we find one doctor for every 
seven hundred people in the United States. Says 
Dr. Eliot after a visit to China for the Carnegie 
Foundation for International Peace: ‘During my 
stay in China I paid special attention to the mission- 
ary hospitals and infirmaries, but never saw one 
which did not urgently need more physicians, more 
surgeons, more nurses and more expenditures for 
service and supplies. The devotion of missionaries 
in this field was admirable, but their resources were 
always inadequate, and they were. often unable to 
meet fully urgent demands on their skill and benevo- 
lence. Under such conditions both men and women 
are overworked, deteriorate in their own technique, 
and become callous to the disastrous conditions under 
which they are compelled to treat their patients. 
Any western organization which desires to promote 
friendly intercourse with an Oriental people can do 
nothing better than contribute to the introduction 
of western medicine, surgery and sanitation into 
China. The field for such beneficent work is im- 
mense, the obstacles to be overcome are serious but 
not insuperable, and the reward in the future com- 
parative well being of the Chinese is sure. The 
Chinese people are too intelligent not to trace prac- 
tical beneficence to its spiritual source, and to draw 
all just inferences.” 
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THE UNFORTUNATE OF MANY LANDS APPEAL 


In all non-Christian lands there is a vast unoccu- 
pied field among the unfortunate and hopeless classes, 
the lame, the halt, the maimed, the blind. There are 
100,000 blind people in two provinces of India for 
whom as yet nothing has been done with the excep- 
tion of a small and worthless set of hovels in Alla- 
habad. There are lepers in South America, with as 
yet only one small effort at relief. Dr. Niles opened 
one refuge for the little blind girls of the Flower Boat 
brothels of Canton, and Dr. Kerr has opened the first 
asylum for the insane in China. The magnitude of 
the unmet need of these unfortunate and suffering 
people, the world over, is a constant challenge to the 
philanthropy of all whose lives have been blessed by 
the gospel of Christ. The good shepherd left the 
ninety and nine and went after the lost one until He 
found it. How much of His spirit does His Church 
possess? 


ULTIMATE EFFECT OF COMMERCIAL 
CONTACTS WITHOUT CHRIST 


The contact of Orientals with Americans and 
Europeans is working mighty changes in the whole 
life and social structure of the Eastern nations. Old 
habits and old beliefs are rapidly passing away. The 
desire grows to learn the new truths which Americans 
have to teach. The influence of commerce has pene- 
trated far beyond the work of the Christian mission- 
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ary. Our Western nations have an insatiable appe- 
tite to exploit the wealth of all peoples. The search 
for rubber, oil and many other things needed for the 
comfort of more enlightened folk carries the agents 
of commerce far afield in the quest for supplies and 
stores. A new industrial order has been introduced. 
A knowledge of science and scientific methods of re- 
search and investigation has unsettled the faith and 
changed the attitude of great masses throughout the 
world. What is to be the consequence if the old 
religious faith and hoary customs pass? Unless 
something better, and more satisfying be put in the 
place it will inevitably follow that the vices and im- 
moralities of Europe and America will take posses- 
sion. ‘‘When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man 
he walketh through dry places seeking rest; and find- 
ing none, he saith I will return unto my house whence 
I came out; and when he cometh he findeth it swept 
and garnished; then goeth he and taketh to him 
seven more spirits more wicked than himself and 
they enter in and dwell there; and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first.’”’ (Gospel of Luke) 
If Christianity is not presented adequately, effec- 
tively and immediately two very grievous results are 
sure to follow: First, there will be reaction against 
foreign influence which will make the task much more 
difficult than now, and second, the contact of Chris- 
tian and non-Christian races if not purified and ele- 
vated by the truth of the gospel of Christ will in- 
evitably work out the moral injury of both. The 
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world will take European and American vices if it 
does not receive from them the gospel, and the 
civilized man will be brutalized by his relation to 
the savage if he is not engaged in the effort to lead 
the other to Christ. 


ONLY A BEGINNING HAs BEEN MADE— 
FINISH THE WORK 


A beginning, only a good beginning has been made. 
The Church organized has been started on its mission, 
a feeble band has been quickened by the gospel in- 
fluence. The missionary has started mighty move- 
ments among men; now just when they are started 
to retire and leave a weak and struggling Church to 
its fate without aid or comfort would be to crucify 
the Son of God afresh and put him to an open shame. 
Such cowardice is unthinkable for followers of Him 
who gave His life to save men from sin. We cannot, 
we dare not turn back from the great enterprise of 
the ages. Reinforcements must be sent wherever 
needed. The call for the help of the Christian dis- 
ciples from other lands must not go unanswered. 
The hindrance is not lack of men. Many are waiting 
to go, they are trained and equipped for their service, 
and eagerly await the word of their Churches to go. 
The difficulty is in the lack of means at the disposal 
of our missionary societies to send them forth. The 
profits of capital have been increasing by leaps and 
bounds. What once were the luxuries of the few 
have become the comforts of the many. We have 
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money in abundance with which to enlarge the in- 
dustry and commerce of the world and so create more 
luxuries. “‘Why then,” asks Dr. Garvie, “‘this finan- 
cial stringency,’’ and answers, ‘One is forced to con- 
clude that rich men give a smaller proportion of their 
wealth than was formerly the case. They are more 
indulgent to themselves and their families, and less 
generous to the causes which have claim on their 
support than their fathers were. The defect is moral 
and spiritual; the Christian faith is not so deeply 
rooted and is not bearing so abundant fruit in many 
lives. What is wanted is spiritual revival, and con- 
sequent moral reform. There are signs that times of 
refreshing are coming from the presence of the Lord. 
As the enthusiasm and energy of Pentecost followed 
the certainty of the risen Lord, so the Church to-day 
will be revived as it recovers its loosening hold on 
the gospel of the Grace of God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”’ The windows of heaven will open and showers 
of blessing fall upon a Church spiritually impover- 
ished when in real earnest it goes forth to obey the 
last command of the risen Christ. Disobedience 
means death and decay. The resources are at hand, 
men and women are ready. Let them go! A dis- 
obedient Church cannot claim or expect the needed 
revival. He alone who hath immortality can give 
it life. Everywhere there is the consciousness of 
spiritual dearth. In this is the greatest hope. Men 
do not ery to God in vain. Men do not cry for aid 
until the need is felt. The case of a sinner is never 
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so hopeful as when he realizes his condition and 
yearns with intense longing for deliverance; then he 
is not far from the Kingdom of God. The Church 
needs the spirit of Christ, for those who have it not 
are none of His. The task is great, the laborers few, 
but the mercies of God are abundant. The power 
which raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set Him 
at the right hand of God worketh in those who 
believe in Christ for the accomplishment of his will 
in the world. The Church needs to gear in through 
prayer and intercession to become a channel through 
which the power of the glory of God shall illuminate 
the world with the knowledge of His love. 


SUGGESTED HELPS FOR STUDY 


Aim—To show that the work of Missions while 
well begun is not finished because many regions are 
not occupied and none adequately occupied. 

Scripture Reading—Acts 16:9-18. 

Prayer—That the love of Christ may fill His 
Church with compassion for a lost world. 


Questions for Discussion: 


1. Make a study of your community applying Mr. 
Stowell’s program of Home Missions. What 
percent would your community grade in a test 
of this kind? 

2. If Mr. Stowell’s program were carried out, what 
effect would it have upon our attitude toward 
the people of other races living in the United 
States? 
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What do you consider as the Christian solution 
of the race problem? 

How would the application of the Golden Rule 
to Industrial relations in America react upon 
Christian missions? 

Mr. Stanley Jones was asked the following ques- 
tion in India: “Does not the present war— 
a war among the followers of Christ—prove 
that there is something wrong with the teach- 
ings of Christ?” How would you have an- 
swered that question? 

How does American home life affect the work of 
the Missionary? 

Why is it necessary to continue and increase our 
Missionary interests and operations in those 
countries where greatest success has been 
achieved? 

Why do we need Christian Schools and Colleges 
in America when we have a fine public school 
system? Would your reasons justify the edu- 
cational program carried on in our Mission 
fields? Can you give other reasons? 

Give all the reasons you can think of to justify 
Medical Missionary Work. 


. What dangers threaten the nations if missionary 


effort should be stopped? 

What do you consider as the greatest need at 
the present time for making our world a 
Christian world? 

What practical suggestions can you make for 
your local Church that will increase its effi- 
ciency in carrying out the great commission? 
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CHAPTER SIX 
PROBLEMS IN ADMINISTRATION 
PROBLEMS SIMPLE IN THE BEGINNING 


HERE was a time when missionary adminis- 
7 tration was a rather simple matter. When 

some one from a certain Conference volun- 
teered for missionary work his Conference sent him 
forth and undertook his support. Then all the work 
in the western parts of America was classified as 
Foreign Missions as well as that in the regions be- 
yond, and indeed the journey to California or even 
Texas required a longer time and involved greater 
privations, hardships and dangers than a trip to the 
Orient does now. Comparatively small sums were 
handled and very few people were involved. Not 
much was thought of except evangelistic work, and 
none of a multitude of questions now demanding 
answer almost daily were even thought of. The year 
ending June 1, 1877, just fifty years before this is 
written, shows a disbursement for Foreign Missions 
of $62,449.43 by the Board of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, which was produced from an 
assessment of $100,000, and for Domestic Missions 
there was a total of $55,052, raised and expended by 
the several Annual Conferences. In all $117,501.43. 
There were missionaries to the Indians, to China, 
to Mexico, and to Brazil, among German people in 
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Texas, and in the far West. That year Bishop Mar- 
vin made the first episcopal visit to China and or- 
dained four natives to the ministry of the gospel. 
Political excitement in Mexico then as now was 
‘“‘somewhat retarding our missionary efforts in that 
beautiful land.’”’ ‘In Brazil not many sheaves had 
been gathered.” The secretary reports that ‘“‘the 
progress among the Germans is considerable. .. . 
Per capita, they are the head of the list in contribu- 
tions to the cause of missions.” “The Indian Mission 
Conference is still a power for good in the Indian 
territory.’ “Among the freedmen, or colored people 
of the South we have not been able to do much 
directly, but indirectly we are rendering aid and 
giving encouragement to these people. We are help- 
ing the Colored Methodist Church in America, but 
perhaps our gifts are not so liberal as they should be. 
In 1860 we had over 200,000 communicants among 
the slaves of the South. We have transferred to them 
houses of worship and wish them great success.’”’ So 
the secretary expresses the sense of obligation to give 
aid to this cause. There were few churches, few 
schools, no hospitals, no literature, and few and 
simple problems except that of gaining the confidence 
of the people and presenting Christ to them. What 
a change these fifty years have wrought! 


GROWTH CREATES NEW AND MORE 
DIFFICULT PROBLEMS 


The past year the General Board of Missions dis- 
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bursed a total of $1,689,677 for Foreign Missions, 
$847,342 for Home Missions including Woman’s 
Work, and $481,360 were raised and expended for 
Conference Missions by the several Annual Confer- 
ences. Nearly three million dollars. Missions are 
maintained in China, in Japan, in Korea, in Mexico, 
in Brazil, in Cuba, in Africa, in Manchuria to 
Koreans, Chinese and Russians, in Belgium, in Po- 
land, and in Czechoslovakia, and to peoples in 
America who speak French, Spanish, Italian, Korean, 
Japanese, Syrian, some five or six Indian dialects, 
among Negroes in co-operation with the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and on the frontiers 
among English-speaking Americans. In all these 
lands a great number of churches have been built 
and are maintained, a large number of schools and 
colleges for the education and training of the people, 
and those who are to be leaders in all good work, 
hospitals, social settlements, philanthropic work for 
the relief and care of orphans and the under privi- 
leged, and publishing houses for the production of a 
Christian literature in the native tongues that there 
may be food for the minds of those who are turning 
to Christ. Every kind of work is carried on to help 
in the development of strong Churches capable of 
ministering to others in the name of Jesus which is 
carried on by the many Boards and organizations at 
Home. For the conduct of this work a vast company 
of trained workers must be provided with the things 
needed to make the work effective and recruits found 
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and trained to fill up the places of those who fall out, 
and to meet the needs of constant expansion and 
growth. The work is varied and complex, ever grow- 
ing more so with the growth of the work and changing 
social and political conditions throughout the world. 
Every kind of business, educational, social, and legal 
or publicity problem that confronts every board or 
institution of the church in the home land must be 
faced by the Board of Missions with the additional 
burden of language, and legal and social conditions 
often perplexing to be found in the regions where 
work is done. Questions daily arise which require 
the most painstaking study and most careful han- 
dling if the cause is to be helped and not hindered. 
The difficulty is no longer to gain an entrance and 
make friends for a cause among an unwilling or in- 
different people, but to find the best way of entering 
the open doors and meeting the needs of a grow- 
ing Church among people not only willing but eager 
to have the benefits offered through a gospel min- 
istry. 


ADEQUATE AND CAPABLE STAFF NEEDED AT 
HEADQUARTERS 


A headquarters staff at the Central Office must be 
organized, capable and efficient in handling all the 
details and quick to respond to every emergency that 
may arise. This will require men and women of 
business ability and acumen to deal with matters at 
long range, with time to study and weigh carefully 
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matters often involving most technical and delicate 
questions so as to be able to render wise decisions of 
far-reaching importance, questions involving the 
future success as well as the present needs. Such 
work cannot be well done, nor done with a minimum 
of error, for the wisest men do blunder, by men whose 
powers are overtaxed with a multitude of detail. 
These men and women will need the constant advice, 
council and co-operation of capable committees who 
after minute study of questions can give the officers 
the benefit of their matured judgment as well as the 
illumination of frank and free discussion. This takes 
time and strength. But “in the multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety.’’ There will be need for fre- 
quent staff meetings for the discussion of problems 
and methods, ways and means of meeting conditions 
and getting the work well done. Such conferences 
cannot be hurried if real benefit is to come from them. 
That they are tiresome and exacting goes without 
saying. That they require the best that everyone 
can give is a self-evident truth. Study and pains- 
taking preparation for them are necessary if each 
member of the committee or staff is thoroughly to 
understand and give a judgment that is worth while. 
Such a conference exhausts body and mind and often 
calls for days of preparation, and the more that this 
_is true, the greater is the gain therefrom. 


VISITS BY OFFICERS TO THE FIELDS REQUIRED 


Fields must be visited by the officers that they may 
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bring to their work the knowledge gained from per- 
sonal observation and that they may understand 
fully the real problems of the workers and their 
ability to deal with them. Nothing can take the 
place of personal observation and contact. 


INCREASING COMPLEXITY 


Property must be bought, buildings erected and 
equipment secured. If this is to be done with in- 
telligence it will require many times something more 
than second-hand knowledge. The conditions, sur- 
roundings, and needs must be visualized in a way 
that is not possible from a great distance and by one 
wholly unacquainted with the field and work to be 
done. Costs are to be considered and the probability 
of securing the means to meet them. The future 
maintenance must be taken into account lest some- 
thing be projected without assurance of being able 
to carry on the work. The need must be well known 
in order that an intelligent account may be rendered 
to those who furnish the means. All of which requires 
skill, time, patience, and work. It is not the simple 
problem of one whose work is all in sight and can 
be easily brought under review every day. Itisa 
business whose agents are in many fields requiring 
the sale of a great variety of products, their handling 
and distribution among different races, differing in 
customs, taste, language, and laws. Hurry spells 


waste. Ignorance means utter defeat. 
186 


PROBLEMS IN ADMINISTRATION 


MISSIONARY RECRUITS: FINDING AND 
PREPARATION FOR WORK 


Close acquaintance must. be kept with the schools 
and colleges from which the supply of workers is to 
be obtained, that wise selection may be made. Mis- 
takes here, with the best of care, are unavoidable 
and may be fatal for there is no institution so exacting 
and hard to please by its representatives as the 
Church. They must not only be correct in life and 
doctrine, but must also prove themselves efficient in 
their field of service no matter what are the conditions 
or surrounding circumstances. The candidate after 
most thorough training and preparation must be ex- 
amined as to health, aptitude and personal qualifica- 
tion for his work, and have a good certificate as to 
character and ability from all who know him most 
intimately. When he goes forth, too often, critical 
eyes follow him more than prayers and sympathy. 
If he does not measure up in every particular he must 
be withdrawn as the only corrective of failure or error. 


PERSONAL CONTACTS NECESSARY 


Means are to be provided to give every worker a 
_ living, the health of him and his family are to be 
cared for and all things necessary to enable him to 
be an effective minister of the gospel in a strange 
land, of untried climate and among an alien people. 
Furloughs must be provided to insure the health and 
happiness of the missionary and those of his home, 
and to enable him to know again the spirit and 
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temper of the Church as well as for the purpose of 
letting the Church know him and his work by per- 
sonal contact and to give to the Board and its officers 
the benefit of his experience in a way not possible 
through correspondence. Once when Dr. Young J. 
Allen made a marvelously illuminating address about 
China in the presence of a great gathering in which 
was the president of the Board of Missions, the 
president was the first to greet him with warm en- 
thusiasm and to thank him for the address. Then 
he said, “Dr. Allen, why have you not filled our 
Church press with the facts you gave us to-night?” 
Dr. Allen replied, “That is just what I have been 
doing, but it was necessary for me to come all the 
way from China and deliver the message personally 
in order to get the president of the Board of Missions 
to understand.” Nothing can take the place of the 
presence and speech of a living man whose soul is 
aglow. 


OFFICERS MUST VISIT THE CHURCH 


The Church must be visited by the officers of the 
Board in order that it may be made to understand 
the problems and get an intelligent knowledge of the 
work. Plans and programs must be told of. The 
success of the work must be clearly stated. The use 
made of funds raised must be accounted for and ex- 
plained. The purchase of a building to be used as 
headquarters was much misunderstood and com- 
plained of, and in spite of all that was written about 
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the necessity of it, the Church never gave its approval 
until men from the central office by word of mouth 
and face to face made the whole transaction clear 
and intelligible. The same is true in regard to many 
details of the work. The printed page, useful and 
necessary as that is, yet is never so satisfying as the 
spoken truth from one who has personal acquaint- 
anceship with all the facts. It is necessary for the 
officers to reach and have conference with Annual 
Conferences, Conference Boards and as many people 
as time and strength will permit. Workers at home 
and the officers of the Board need to be close to each 
other, and if the work of Home Missions is to be most 
effective it is necessary that Conference Boards have 
complete knowledge of the work of the General Board, 
and if they be truly auxiliary must know its prob- 
lems, programs and policies. There must be mutual 
understanding if there is to be helpful co-operation of 
_ the one with the other. An officer of the Board of 
Missions must become inured to wearisome travel in 
stuffy cars, to heat and cold, to life in hit-and-miss 
hotels, to long absence from home and loved ones, 
to constant speech making, to crowds to-day which 
captiously criticise the very acts which some other 
crowd praised extravagantly only yesterday, to con- 
ferences often with numerous committees, and be 
ready to answer all manner of questions about work 
and workers, and through it all keep a sweet spirit 
for the work’s sake; and all the while keep touch 
with his office and direct its affairs. 
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LITERATURE FOR NATIVE CHRISTIANS 


An important and difficult problem with which a 
Board of Missions must deal is the production of 
suitable literature for the native Church. Sometimes 
there must first be the invention of a written lan- 
guage as in the Congo Belge, then when the people 
have learned to read in their own tongue books must 
be written or translated for them. The translation 
of a book from one tongue to another is never easy, 
but to translate Christian ideas and thought into 
pagan dialects is sometimes to attempt the impos- 
sible. It is difficult even in such advanced countries 
as China to find a word which will convey the mean- 
ing of Christian ideas. Those preparing for the 
ministry need books and all the people need literature 
for the Sunday Schools and for their homes. So 
publishing houses for the printing and distribution 
of this literature must be provided by the denomina- 
tion or, as is often done, through the co-operation of 
two or more denominations. The effort is made to 
make these self-supporting institutions, sometimes a 
very difficult thing todo. The Central Board must 
give very careful oversight to this work to avoid 
failure and will often be under the necessity of select- 
ing books for translation, providing for their trans- 
lation and publication, for sales are not possibly large 
enough to enable the book to pay the expense of its 
production. This is in part a problem for Home 
Missions as well as Foreign. The Secretary often 
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needs to make wide search to find suitable books to 
be put into the hands of converts. Fortunately, the 
young people learn English, but the older people do 
not learn to read it with understanding, and some 
younger ones get the meaning better in their mother 
tongue. For some of our Indian tribes there are no 
books to be had. Slowly they learn English, and the 
American Bible Society, that great missionary 
agency, the handmaiden of all Churches, furnishes 
Bibles in the tribal dialect. All may have the Book 
of books. 


CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENTS 


More and more Protestant denominations must 
find the way to co-operation in all missionary effort, 
Home and Foreign. Two great agencies, with many 
committees have been organized, and their personnel 
drawn from representatives of all Boards willing to 
co-operate. These deal with such questions as fields 
to be occupied, literature, education, social service, 
public health, nationalism, and many others. This 
work is not easy and requires the most careful han- 
dling. A Home Mission Secretaryis often asked why 
he does not exchange certain territories and churches 
where his denomination is weak with some other 
denomination for territory or Churches where they 
are weaker and we are stronger. It is easy on paper. 
Officials of Boards can readily see the need and agree 
on plans for exchange, but when the plan is to be 
put into practice find that the people affected by the 
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proposed exchange are not willing to it, and conse- 
quently it cannot be done. Often it requires years 
of education and explanation before plans however 
well worked out can be put into effective operation 
because of prejudices or sentiments which must first 
be overcome. There are many Churches, for instance, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Southern terri- 
tory because, and only because there are southern 
people who prefer that denomination, and however 
willing the leaders of that Church may be to turn 
them over to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
the people whose interests are involved will not con- 
sent to it. The reverse is likewise true in other 
sections. This is another important work which 
requires time, patience, and great skill to be made 
effective. But Boards must be constantly working 
at the problem for a solution must be found by 
Christian men. In this field as in many others the 
women have made much more progress than the men. 


IN THE RURAL WORK 

In dealing with the rural problem, not to mention 
others, the Secretary of Home Work finds that senti- 
ment and prejudice often prevent the consolidation 
of Churches in fields where it is most desirable and 
practicable, because of a graveyard or some historic 
remembrance or the indisposition of country people 
to unite in co-operative movements. 


WHAT IS A HoME MISSIONARY? 


In Home Missions a most difficult matter is to 
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define a Home Missionary; there are so many types 
of work carried on and by such diverse methods that 
it has been impossible to fix a standard for the prep- 
aration required or the compensation to be received. 
Home Missionaries are not in most instances em- 
ployed by the Board. It only makes contribution 
to the support of those under the control and direc- 
tion of other agencies and must always do so, which 
makes it impossible to fix standards and formulate 
exact definitions. Here the women excel, and for the 
reason that their workers are employed by the Board 
and carry on their work under the supervision of the 
Secretary. But the effort must not be abandoned 
nor the problem given up as impossible of solution 
and perhaps sometime, some mind or some group 
may find the way, which will mean greater efficiency 
in Home Missions. 


MISSIONARY EDUCATION OF THE CHURCH 


The General Board of Missions is charged with the 
responsibility of educating the Church in missions in 
order to maintain and improve its missionary spirit 
to the end that adequate means and well-qualified 
missionaries may be provided for carrying on the 
work throughout the world and toenable the Church 
to fulfill its one mission of carrying the gospel to 
every creature. Programs and literature must be 
created to accomplish this end. A periodical litera- 
ture is necessary that the latest and best information 
possible may be kept before the Church. Bulletins 
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and leaflets about special pieces of work are to be 
produced that there may be the widest possible in- 
telligence of the task and the way in which it is 
being done and the means needed for its successful 
prosecution and completion. Programs for institutes 
are asked for and provided, and plans worked out for 
the systematic and thorough education and inspira- 
tion of the whole Church and every congregation. 
The Church School of Missionsis conducted in many 
congregations and it is hoped will soon be a part of 
the annual program of every congregation. The 
months of January and February are designated in 
the law of the Church as a period to be devoted to 
intensive cultivation. The necessity for this is appar- 
ent. There are so many things to claim attention 
that unless this is planned for in the regular program 
it is in danger of being lost sight of, which inevitably 
means the loss of vitality in the waning of missionary 
interest. When that interest wanes the interest in 
every other cause wanes also, and the whole body 
suffers. 


How DEFICITS COME ABOUT 


It is difficult or impossible for a Board to avoid a 
deficit in the budget when interest fails. When the 
income is regular, and year by year it is growing, it 
is easy to keep out of debt. But when work is pro- 
jected, workers employed and enterprises under way 
and the income begins to contract, debt is almost 
inevitable. In this the business of missions is not 
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different from any other business. What business 
man does not find his obligations growing if the 
income from his business falls off? It is easy to 
condemn a Board of the Church for what every 
business man experiences constantly. 

The women of the Church have been wise. Their 
work has grown and they have avoided any deficit. 
The reason is not far to seek. They have a splendid 
program of cultivation and regular and responsive 
organizations for carrying the message to the last 
woman in their societies. Classes meet regularly in 
every auxiliary for study and prayer. A great litera- 
ture is not only created but distributed systemati- 
cally through Annual Conferences, District Confer- 
ences and local societies and their officers. Plans 
and programs are provided and used. There is the 
finest sort of team work. One never hears among 
them the term ‘‘handed down from headquarters.”’ 
They work together and because of the constantly 
crowing intelligence and fine co-operation theirincome 
grows from year to year. The waning interest, failure 
of complete co-operation, failure to get the message 
to those who need it most causes slumps In the income 
for general work so great that a staggering deficit is 
inevitable. The carrying out of the Church’s present 
program faithfully by Annual Conference Boards, 
District Institutes and loyal Committees so as to 
reach with the message the last man, means a steadily 


growing income, constantly expanding work, and no 
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debt to halt and paralyze effort. Is it worth the 
undertaking? 


TRAINING THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


The young people in the Sunday Schools and Ep- 
worth Leagues must be faithfully instructed as well 
as the whole Church if it is to continue a missionary 
agency, and recruits are to be found for filling the 
constantly thinning ranks of the missionary force and 
to insure a healthy growth and expansion of the work. 
Here again there must be co-operation, requiring fre- 
quent conference and complete understanding and 
agreement between the officers of the several Boards 
that there may be unity of program and the minimum 
of lost motion in carrying it through. More confer- 
ences and still more are necessary requiring intelli- 
gence, time and patience, with perseverance and the 
Spirit of Christ lest selfishness creep in and spoil 
the fruit. 


LITERATURE FOR USE IN MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


The production of periodicals, pamphlets, bulletins 
and books is not an easy task, especially to one en- 
grossed with such a multitude of details in the ad- 
ministration of other matters. A competent, ade- 
quate staff at Headquarters must have in its force 
people unhampered to give themselves whole heart- 
edly to this work. They will not have time for idle- 
ness, for the Church press and the secular press are 
also to be used as the best medium of communication 
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with the people in general, and their columns are 
open to items of properly prepared news. Many 
times news items fail to gain a place in their columns 
because not properly prepared. This kind of work 
requires technical skill and knowledge and does not 
fall within the ability of just any one, however ca- 
pable for other kinds of work. 


EVANGELISM 


It is provided in the Discipline that the Depart- 
ment of Home Missions, General Work, ‘‘shall aid 
the evangelistic work of the Church in all its depart- 
ments. It shall promote revivals throughout the 
Church, inspire and train the ministry for earnest 
pastoral and personal evangelism, develop the evan- 
gelistic spirit and method among Church members, 
and make available trained and competent accredited 
evangelists.” Surely no small mandate! The de- 
partment seeks to carry on this work through con- 
ferences of preachers and lay members, Conferences 
of evangelists, and through literature and helps to 
personal and pastoral evangelism and through co- 
operation with other agencies of the Church. The 
evangelism needed to-day does not seek to discard 
any agencies and methods proved efficient in the past, 
but to add to these modern methods in Sunday 
Schools, Epworth Leagues, Laymen’s Organizations, 
and other agencies to the end that the strength, 
intelligence and spiritual force of the whole Church 
may be utilized in this all important work. 
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THE MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


The General Conference has provided for two Mis- 
sionary Councils. The Woman’s Missionary Council 
has made its place and its work and worth too well 
understood to need further discussion. It is a most 
efficient agency in promoting the work and inspiring 
the workers. The General Missionary Council, a 
new provision, is composed of all the Secretaries and 
the Treasurers of the Board of Missions, the members 
of its Committee on Education and Promotion, and 
the Chairman and Conference Missionary Secretary 
of the several Annual Conference Boards of Missions; 
approximately one hundred people, and representa- 
tive of every missionary interest and agency of the 
Church. It is charged with the responsibility of 
promoting and extending this work in every way and 
throughout the connection. This will aid in setting 
up a unified program of cultivation. The discussion 
of Conference Missions will help to bring about 
greater unity of aim and method and efficiency in the 
prosecution of the work. Reports required from Con- 
ference Boards will help to a clearer understanding 
of the field and scope of Home Missions and prevent 
overlapping and conflict in carrying on that enter- 
prise, and secure better co-operation among all agen- 
cies. The bringing together for conference of all 
those who have distinct responsibilities will serve to 
give to all a clearer view of the great task with its 
growing problems and urgent needs and create a 
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broader sympathy and hush that carping criticism 
so hurtful not only to the cause of missions but the 
spiritual life of the Church. Here missionaries and 
leaders from all the world will have ample time to be 
heard in messages of information and inspiration, 
and the Council will be able to send out to the Church 
a clear, definite and challenging message as to needs 
and programs, policies and methods to be used in 
meeting those needs better, a message that will ring 
out with authority and power, not as something 
‘handed down’ but as an expression of the heart 
and life of the Church seriously in earnest about the 
Master’s work. 


MISSIONARY SPECIALS 


Congregations like to undertake definite tasks and 
will contribute more liberally if permitted to do so, 
but they expect to be kept informed as to the use of 
their money and the results achieved through its use. 
This requires a mass of correspondence with repre- 
sentatives on the field and officers of the congregation 
to satisfy the desire for information about the worker 
and his work. Careful records are necessary to pre- 
vent overlapping and consequent discontent. This 
phase of work demands ability and accuracy in its 
administration, as well as capable and adequate help 
to keep the records clear and easily accessible so that 
every inquiry may be promptly answered. 

ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

The matter of keeping accounts, keeping up with 
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property, titles, insurance, taxes, investments, and 
the change of investments is not a small item where 
millions are represented in property investments in 
many lands whose laws and usages as to titles, owner- 
ship and methods of holding are in constant change. 
Records must be kept by experts, and those records 
must be easily accessible. Separate account must be 
kept with nearly 20,000 congregations, and each in- 
dividual worker and every piece of property. Col- 
lections are to be made, repairs and building planned 
and contracted for, equipment purchased and trans- 
ported, arrangements made for the travel and trans- 
portation of missionaries, and their families, and the 
comfort of all these not only thought about but 
provided for under all sorts of climatic and hygienic 
conditions. All must be at the fingers’ end and 
attended to in a businesslike way and with prompt- 
ness. 


INSTITUTES, CONFERENCES AND OTHER MEETINGS 


Meetings are to bearranged for involving the prep- 
aration of programs, securing of speakers, their 
transportation and comfort, while in transit and in 
attendance. Schools for leaders conducted and many 
other items provided for involving not only expense 
but endless correspondence, careful preparation and 
exacting toil. Books and literature are to be prepared 
and distributed. This is done at great saving to the 
Church through an adequate and competent office 
force. A book is produced and sold to the purchaser 
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at less than half the cost a publishing agent would 
charge because it is handled by the office force. 
Many other such economies are realized when the 
staff is sufficient to give the required service to the 
constituents. 


PROBLEMS IN EDUCATION ON THE FIELD 


As the number of converts grows in the mission 
field there is need for more definite instruction, and 
when native Christians feel moved of God to preach 
to their fellows and to teach them the doctrines of 
the gospel there is need of still more definite instruc- 
tion in the way of life. Some education prepared 
the way for higher education, teachers must be fur- 
nished for the task and equipped for their work, and 
to the primary school is added the middle school and 
college and to the Bible School the more thorough 
and comprehensive School of Theology. Teachers 
are to be trained for national schools as the people 
are inspired by the missionary effort to found systems 
of education. In the course of time the whole atti- 
tude to education changes. The nation passes re- 
strictive laws, more and more limiting the work that 
may be done in private schools, making necessary 
readjustments so that all the needs of a growing 
Church may be met. 


PROBLEMS IN MEDICAL MISSIONS 


The Christian doctor comes to begin his work in 
caring for the health of the missionary and his family 
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and as far as his strength will permit to the multi- 
tudes of afflicted about him. The hospital is needed 
and built to make his work more efficient, and because 
of the tremendous need natives are to be taught the 
healing art. Medical schools come into being to 
prepare doctors and nurses and send them out to heal 
the infirmities of their own people. As the number 
of native doctors and nurses increase they more and 
more wish the out practice to be turned over to them 
and the missionary doctor is confined to the school 
and hospital. 


GROWTH OF NATIONALISM 


As the native Church grows stronger and better 
trained men come into the membership and ministry, 
there inevitably arises among nationals the desire to 
take a larger share in the direction and government 
of its affairs, and for the opportunity to freely express 
their views on all matters. The missionary must 
move on into new fields and be content to take less 
and less of the responsibility for the work of the new 
Church. All this calls for a change in missionary 
program and method. Divergent opinions arise 
among the larger numbers of missionaries as to mat- 
ters of policy and ways and means for meeting the 
changing conditions. The voice of James, the Presi- 
dent of the Council, will be more often needed to 
settle these questions, and end disputes. Some one 
with authority to speak is called for and with the 
prestige of official rank to meet and discuss many 
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difficult questions with high officials of governments 
that there may be a clear understanding and agree- 
ment on the part of all. Many troublesome things 
requiring immediate attention, arise which cannot 
be handled intelligently by some Church official 
thousands of miles away across continents, and seas, 
even in this day of cable and radio, for they require 
personal attention with the chance of give and take 
not possible at long range. 


PROBLEMS IN CO-OPERATION 


Co-operative enterprises and efforts between those 
of different denominational allegiance call for the 
voice that can speak with highest authority. Per- 
plexing and troublesome problems concerning all 
manner of things appear and need the council of one 
well acquainted with conditions in both hemispheres 
and with wisdom to give safe council; often one 
clothed with authority to render a final decision. 
Paul must revisit and strengthen the churches 
founded and when absent write frequent letters to 
correct evils that were creeping in and dangerous 
doctrines which threaten the very life of the Church. 
Human nature has not changed. Missions that once 
called for little or no supervision now demand it con- 
stantly. Strange it seems so difficult to convince 
some that it is no longer possible to wisely guide, 
discipline and direct the affairs of a growing mission 
from headquarters or by the occasional short visit of 
some Church officer. 
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THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE 


To meet the growing demand for freer, fuller ex- 
pression, and take an increasing responsibility in all 
local matters of government the Central Conference 
has been provided for. This is to be organized and 
rules enacted for its direction to the end that there 
be the least possible friction with the governing body 
of the Home Church and no conflict in law or usage. 
This will require both the wisdom and the influence 
of official standing for its successful accomplishment, 
the wisdom of men experienced in ecclesiastical mat- 
ters and Church government. 


DENOMINATIONAL RAPPROCHEMENT 


The growth of the national spirit is breaking down 
denominational lines. Native Christians weary of 
the conflicting sect distinctions of Western Protes- 
tantism. They demand areorganization into national 
bodies adapted to their thinking and life. The trend 
seems at present and at first to be the bringing to- 
gether of groups most alike in faith and order, as the 
Methodist bodies, Presbyterian bodies, or others into 
a National Methodist or Presbyterian Church. The 
experiment of the Methodist first tried in Japan 
seems to be working with reasonable efficiency. The 
Church has its own native Bishop, officers and gov- 
ernment and asks for and has the co-operation of the 
Home Churches, and so answers the critics that 
Christianity sets up a foreign organization under 
foreign control, for this is a Japanese Church con- 
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trolled by citizens of the empire. All the work has 
the rather been accelerated and there has been no 
loss of interest or support from the Home Churches. 
Korean Christians are asking for some sort of ar- 
rangements to be consummated by 19380 giving to 
their Church greater autonomy, and there seems to 
be no good reason why their request should be denied, 
but every reason why it should be granted. Soon 
China will be asking for the same thing, Brazil and 
Mexico likewise. If these national organizations are 
consummated and are set up with no loss of interest 
in the American Church and no detriment to the 
national organization it will require the wisdom of 
the wisest and the most careful supervision of the 
work in the immediate future. 


COMMISSION ON NATIONALISM 
The Board has, with the instruction from the 
General Conference set up a Commission on Nation- 
alism to study and discuss with representatives from 
the Church in the several countries involved all that 
pertains to the effective completion and putting in- 
to practice of methods and plans to satisfy this de- 
mand. This entails no small outlay of study and 
work if it be wisely done. The task ahead calls for 

constant unremitting and watchful labors. 


SYMPATHY AND CO-OPERATION NEEDED 
There is needed the sympathetic attitude toward 
the Board of Missions and its work as never before 
on the part of every loyal Church member. Great 
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work is to be done, difficult problems are to be solved, 
mighty movements are to be guided into wise chan- 
nels of useful service. Constructive criticism is al- 
ways helpful, sympathetic interest in and prayer for 
the work and those who have immediate resvonsi- 
bility for it are always appreciated and give strength 
and heart for the task. A new day is on, new tides 
move in the affairs of men, a new spirit of aspiration 
and hope fills the world. It is the outcome and prod- 
uct of the preaching of the everlasting gospel of 
redeeming love. The working of the evangel creates 
a new world. There are pains incident to growth. 
The signs are favorable, the people of the world are 
at eager attention. The Bible is distributed and 
studied the world over as never before. O, Zion, 
behold thy King cometh with power unto salvation! 
Delay not by thine inactivity the day of His coming! 


SUGGESTED HELPS FOR STUDY 

Aim—To show in some degree the problems which 
confront a Board of Missions in its administration of 
the work. 

Scripture Reading—Second Corinthians 8:16-24. 

Prayer—For the blessing of God upon the officers 
and workers of the General Board of Missions that 
they may be guided by Divine help and the Church 
brought to sympathetic co-operation in the task. 

Questions for Discussion: 


1. Of what did the administrative work of the 
Board of Missions consist in the early days? 
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10. 


Us 


12. 
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What is included in the work of the Board now? 

Give your idea of the qualification of a Mission- 
ary Secretary. 

What are the reasons for the Board of Missions 
expending time, thought and money on the 
creation of Missionary literature? 

Are the Churches pursuing a wise policy in seek- 
ing better co-operation in the missionary enter- 
prise? Give your reasons. 

Beside the administrative work of the Board of 
Missions what other important and respon- 
sible obligations has it to the Church? 

What suggestion can you make for eliminating a 
deficit in the missionary budget? 

How are Missionary Specials administered and 
what is required in order to maintain the 
work? 

What benefits are derived from special Mission- 
ary Meetings? 

How does the amount of money expended on 
Missionary gatherings compare with that 
spent on political, social and business con- 
ventions? 

How does the growth of the spirit of nationalism 
affect the work of the Board of Missions? 

In the light of a study of the missionary situation 
do you think our Church is ready to meet the 
opportunities of the New Day? Is your con- 
gregation ready to do its part? 
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